	Summary of ACD on Media, December 2008


Section 1

	What evidence was presented on corruption problems in the sector?

	· Media can play three important roles in attributing to combat anti-corruption:
· (i) exposing corruption; 
· (ii) monitoring and publicising government and NGO anti corruption measures; and 
· (iii) providing a forum for public debate.
· A number of international case studies were presented to demonstrate the media’s role in exposing and challenging corruption, including the Watergate scandal in the US (1972-74), UK Parliamentarians accepting cash to ask questions on specific policy issues (1994-97), Public Expenditure Tracking Survey in Uganda (1996), downfall of President Fujimori in Peru (2000) and Anglo Leasing in Kenya (2002-06).
· TI Thailand set out conclusions on the importance of coalition building between State agencies and the media, of creating space for the media to operate, and of exploring more creative ways of highlighting corruption and the fight against it, including through film, television, advertising and performing arts.
· Brief explanation 

· Investigative journalism:

· Time and money sometimes in short supply, which prevents journalists from conducting in-depth investigations of complex cases.
· Skills deficit: lack of background/general knowledge, writing skills, ethical use of sources, factual accuracy…

· Abuse of investigative journalists by information providers who use them to plant false stories.

· Threats or attacks by those accused of corruption.   
· Access to information: Ambiguous or vague legal terms are used to withhold information, e.g. ‘To reveal secrets of the Party, the State, the military force, national security, the economy, foreign affairs, personal secrets and other secrets stipulated by the laws’. This undoubtedly impacts on the accuracy of reporting, creates bias, which reduces the media’s ability to expose corruption.
 

	What recommendations and solutions were proposed? 

	RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GOVERNMENT
- Media policy to create an environment that both supports and protects journalists 

· The Government should improve the media’s access to information. .Vague terms such as ‘personal secrets and other secrets’ should be clarified. Journalists should be given clear guidelines about the kind of information and sources they are entitled to use.
· Develop the legal framework to ensure that  media organisations are held accountable for reporting errors as opposed to individual journalists.
- Capacity building to ensure that journalists have the skills, training and facilities needed to expose and monitor corruption fairly and accurately. Media training facilities should equip reporters and editors with knowledge of code of conduct and code of professional ethics, plus the practical skills required for investigative reporting of corruption. 
- Anti corruption initiatives within the media: the Government could consider establishing an information hotline that could guide citizens to take action through the appropriate institution. This hotline could be publicised through the Vietnamese media. 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CSO’s / DONORS / PRIVATE SECTOR
- Donors: 
· Identify specific areas that donors can contribute towards strengthening the media’s role in helping to expose and fight corruption.
· To identify appropriate partnership mechanisms so that donors and the Government can adopt a coordinated approach to build media capacity in combating corruption.
- Private sector: encourage private-sector involvement in media development, whether through 100% foreign ownership or through a mix of public and private ownership, to provide more sustainable funding opportunities for anti-corruption work.
- CSOs: Working closely with media to ensure media is professional, ethical, and widely accessible. CSOs can help publicise corrupt practices if the media are unwilling, unable or prevented from covering the issue.


Background and reference documents regarding role of media in anti-corruption for Anti-Corruption Dialogue, 28 Nov. 2008

Vietnam: 

· WB comments on draft Press Law, November 2008
· UNDP Policy Note, The role of Media in Monitoring and Exposing Corruption: International Experience, November 2008
· Note on Decree 47, prepared by Matthiue Salomon for Embassy of Sweden, for the Anti-Corruption Dialogue, December 2007
· Media and Corruption: Vietnam’s printed media coverage and monitoring of corruption cases, Catherine McKinley, for Anti Corruption Dialogue, November 2008
· The Media with the Role of Propagating and raising Public Awareness on Anti Corruption – Presentation paper by the Vietnam Journalists Association Central Committee

Other references: 
· Transparency and Corruption- The Conditional Significance of a Free Press Catharina Lindstedt Daniel Naurin, University of Gothenburg, 2005
· The Impact of Socio-Political Integration and Press Freedom on Corruption in Developing Countries Nicholas Charron, University of Gothenburg, 2008
· Media and Quality of Government: A research overview Henrik Oscarsson , University of Gothenburg, 2008
· The Media’s Role in Curbing Corruption: Rick Stapenhurst, WBI, 2000
Section 2

	What progress has been made since the ACD in Media sector?

	Key presentations/ background documents given/provided:

· MOIC’s report on the role of the media in tackling corruption and the need to enhance this role and journalism ethics.

· TT/UNDP/UK’s review of media reporting of corruption. This is the follow-up to the research conducted in 2008 by the same consultant (Catherine McKinley) and presented at the ACD4. 

Limited information provided on progress or new actions by Government or donors since ACD 4, except for the recent request from the Prime Minister to all public agencies to improve the provision of official information to the media (e.g. through monthly press conference instead of quarterly). 

Key issues/challenges remain the same:

· The TT/UNDP/UK review showed an overall decrease in media coverage on corruption over the last 5 years, especially after the arrest of two journalists in 2008 for misreporting of the PMU18 case. However, the reduction was not universal, in particular Nhan Dan newspaper didn’t appear to follow the trends exhibited by other newspapers included in the study.

· Media reporting of corruption continues to rely heavily on official news sources as opposed to investigative reporting. This is attributed to: i) skills deficit; ii) difficulties over accessing information; and iii) editorial control.

· Limited or restricted access to information: 

· A2I Law not yet passed;

· Unclear definitions of classified, confidential information/documents leading to abuse of such classifications;

· Lack of regulations on information not to be disclosed;

· Lack of sanctions applied for government officials who fail to provide information as requested by law.

· Low professional skills and ethics of some journalists: lack of willingness/skills to identify and make good use of available sources leading to low quality reporting or misreporting; misleading the readers by including personal comments without waiting for the official ruling of the court; and abusing their job for their personal benefits.  




	What recommendations emerged from the roundtable discussion at the 10th ACD?

	Recommendations for government
· Further development of media policy to create an environment that both supports and protects journalist, and to improve access to information (e.g. Access to Information Law, regulations on spokesperson) (also recommended at ACD4).
· Capacity building to improve skills and ethical practices amongst journalists  (also recommended at ACD4).
· Establish a coordination mechanism between the media and AC agencies to improve information exchange, the media’s support to AC efforts and protection of journalists (also recommended at ACD4). 

· Code of ethics for journalists: currently being developed by Vietnam Journalists Association. Consultation with key stakeholders and early introduction is expected.

Recommendations for donors

· Share experience, best practice and international standards in support of policy development and introduction of the code of journalism ethics (also recommended at ACD4).
· Provide technical assistance to build capacity for journalists to investigate and report on corruption.




