BANGLADESH
Political system: 

Parliamentary democracy. the president's duties are normally ceremonial, but with the 13th amendment to the constitution, the president's role becomes significant at times when Parliament is dissolved and a caretaker government is installed - at presidential direction - to supervise the elections. The parliament is unicameral. 
Legal system:

Based on English Common Law. 
All the Chief judges and other judges are appointed by the President.  
Legislation:

In February 2004, Parliament passed the Anti-corruption Act, paving the way for the establishment of an Independent body to fight  corruption.
Main agencies involved in AC prevention, investigation, enforcement, education

Main agency(s):

· Anti-corruption Commission (replaces previous Bureau for Anti-corruption)
Other:    

· Public Service Commission  

· Comptroller and Auditor general

· Tax Ombudsman
· Elections Commission
Anti-corruption strategy: 

Bangladesh had an abundance of public sector reform plans and strategies none of which really materialized.
ADB is assisting the new Anti Corruption Commission with the recruitment rules and regulations, and a new project focusing on a National Integrity Strategy (NIS) is under development. 
UNCAC status: 

Convention NOT yet signed.  In February 2007, the interim Caretaker Government has decided to accede to the UNCAC.  UNCAC has been endorsed by the Cabinet and put to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for finalising the accession process. This is likely to take place in early 2007.  
Recent developments:

The Bureau for Anti-corruption had failed to address the corruption problem. In 2004, all major parties included the creation of a new anti-corruption body in their campaigns The Anti-corruption commission aims to promote good governance and ensure transparency in public administration.  The commission is composed of three commissioners selected from a 5-member panel (two judges, the comptroller general, the Chair of the public service Commission and the most-recently retired cabinet secretary). 
Challenges:

The nation’s consistently low ranking on TI’s Corruption Perception Index confirms a widely held belief that corruption is rampant in the public sector, especially among civil servants, the police and the judiciary. Citizens, officials and business people feel that there is little that can be done about it. Just half the population lives below the poverty line (2005) and there is little chance to make progress unless something is done to reduce corruption in the public sector. But a culture of secrecy prevails (Official Secrecy Act still in place), together with outdates procedures and regulations. Bangladesh still has not signed the UNCAC.    
The new anti-corruption law is seen to have many shortcomings. The independence of the commission is questioned as it also depends on the government for its budget. Civil society is not represented on the selection committee and there are no provisions in the law for civil society to play any role in prevention and oversight. .  
The Integrity and Anti-corruption Advocacy Campaign officially launched its activities and share findings of research with press on the International Anti Corruption Day. 

UNDP’s involvement:

Apart from its initiatives to support public administration reform (Developing Civil service capacity for  21st   Century Administration), UNDP recently launched a project that will support  anti-corruption campaigns in various sectors of society, including the public service, targeting concerned civil servants to voice their concerns put forward solutions. The project was launched ahead of the new elections to allow constituencies to tell their political leaders what they think about corruption and the changes they would like to see. The project also started an advocacy campaign on UNCAC. This includes survey of voters that will present to the members of Parliament. The “Champion Integrity today” initiative targets mainly civil servants and politicians, with citizens, youth, business groups and religious leaders as secondary targets etc. and works where possible through other existing UNDP projects (PAR, parliament, police, elections project…). The project also collaborates closely with the new Anti Corruption commission.         
Partnerships:

UNDP’s activities will be implemented in close collaboration with TI’s initiatives “Making waves” and “Committees of Concerned Citizens”. The World Bank has a Public Procurement reform project. ADB provides support to the new Anti-Corruption Commission. 
Contact person in UNDP:

· Nojibur Rahman( Assistant Country Director and head of democracy & governance cluster) :  Nojibur.rahman@undp.org
