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Executive Summary

Anti Corruption Advocacy Campaign (ACAC) has been initiated in 2006 by UNDP Bangladesh as an activity funded by government of Denmark. ACAC has become a project under Public Administration Reform and anti-corruption in 2007. The advocacy campaign aims at fostering actions for integrity and against corruption as the long term outcome. In the short term the objective is to enhance awareness on anti-corruption and integrity with the seven campaign partners (Members of Parliament, Public administration, media, youth, business community, donor community and civil society) by promoting (a) open discussion on corruption and integrity (b) disseminating information on what individuals, groups and organizations can do to curb corruption and (c) direct strategic interventions to strengthen anti-corruption efforts. 
From the initial explorative study (focus group discussions and questionnaires) many issues, need and recommendations came in front.  During year 2007 ACAC addressed the main and attainable recommendations and issues. To strengthen the approach, the campaign integrates issues from other projects of Governance like police, election, local governance, e-governance etc. The campaign also included existing institutions and acts like Anti Corruption Commission (ACC) Act and Procurement Act, Tax Ombudsman, Election Commission etc for policy reform.   

During the first quarter of 2007 the ACAC campaign settled in new office premises and with a new management structure. The campaign was managed under the Governance cluster. The management was again reorganized in the second quarter. 

Due to change in political and government structure of Bangladesh ACAC focused mainly on United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), media, public institutions, civil society and youth and did not focus on politicians. In the first quarter in 2007, the main focus was campaign on UNCAC as it was not signed by then. Six episodes of TV talk show was produced and broadcasted in channel-i to discuss the role of UNCAC and how it can curb the corruption related problems of Bangladesh. ACAC was also disseminating copies of UNCAC to the different stakeholder groups.  The major success of one of the major achievements of the campaign was the signing of UNCAC by the Government of Bangladesh on 27 February 2007. Besides ACAC was co-organizing with Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre (BPATC) the recurring essay competition on “Promoting Integrity and Reducing Corruption within Civil Service of Bangladesh”, which had been made mandatory by BPATC for the 218 members of the 38th foundation course.
After signing of UNCAC, ACAC took the initiative of translating UNCAC into Bangla for better understanding of the content for wider bangle speaking population of the country. ACAC was also identifying ways of assisting GoB in rolling out the UNCAC. In this regard ACAC signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with BRAC University for gap analysis of UNCAC and govt. rules and the training of senior government officials. The MoU was signed in that quarter. The campaign also assisted Anti-corruption Commission (ACC) and a survey had been conducted by ACAC on the tour of ACC Chair in the four northern districts.  ACAC have prepared a report of the survey for ACC. ACC chair continued his further campaign after he received survey report from ACC. These activities were undertaken in the Second quarter. 

In 2nd quarter ACAC focused on the Media and journalists. Investigative Journalism training on governance and anti corruption was facilitated to develop the skills of journalists of Bangladesh. A total of 120 Journalists both from print and electronic media participated in the training. 10 trainings of two days each were held with different media houses and National Press Club and National Institute of Mass Communication. In this quarter, as part of policy reform advocacy and to address business community on anti-corruption issues ACAC jointly with ATN Bangla broadcasted six episodes of weekly TV talks shows. Six knowledge products from theses discussions by former govt. officers, business community leaders and civil society members and business journalists had been transcribed for further reference. 

Main focus of the 3rd quarter was on raising awareness and building capacity of the civil servants and government training institution like BCSAA and BPATC.  Therefore ACAC planned for a big 2 day conference with BPATC on Promoting Integrity and reducing corruption within civil service based on private and public good practices. The six seminars in the conference were participated by around 300 government officials like; secretaries, joint secretaries and deputy secretaries and foundation training course participants. Later with BCSAA, ACAC facilitated a workshop within its course on Measures of Anti Corruption participated by deputy secretaries of the government. ACAC also organized finalizing “Anti corruption & Ethics module” workshop participated by Ministry of Establishment (MoE), Bangladesh Civil Service Administration Academy (BCSAA), Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre (BPATC) National Academy for Educational Management (NAEM), Bangladesh Institute of Administration and Management (BIAM), Academy for Planning and Development (APD), FIMA, Bangladesh Secretariat, Foreign Service Academy etc. This module has been incorporated in BPATC for Senior Staff Course (SSC), Advanced Course on Administration & Development (ACAC) and Foundation Training Course (FTC). Essay competition on “Promoting Integrity and Reducing Corruption in Bangladesh “, as recurrent activities for the foundation training course also held in this quarter. 
As knowledge products ACAC has 3 keynote papers  and recommendation report by deputy secretaries on preventive anti corruption measures from BCSAA workshop, 6 keynote papers on Anti-Corruption Policies and Practices in Public Administration, recommendation on preparation of training modules on anti corruption & ethics module as a report, module contents of ‘Anti-Corruption and Work Ethics in Civil Service’ . 

In the fourth quarter Bangla translation of UNCAC had been launched on the 9th December by ACC Chair on International Anti Corruption Day. ACAC facilitated a seminar on the day and produced campaign kits like T shirt, poster, sticker and 3 public service announcements for TV and radio in collaboration with ACC and Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB). To commemorate 9th December and to raise awareness among people in this quarter ACAC organized photography competition with DRIK which had been inaugurated by ACC Secretary, Ambassador of Denmark, TIB Executive Director and Country Director UNDP.  The exhibition continued at Drik gallery form 8 December to 16 December, 2007.  Five prizes were given to the best photographers and other participants also recognized by certificates and crests. A photography catalogue, video documentary and a calendar have been produced out of this exhibition, for public dissemination and raising awareness of anti corruption. On 17 December the Bangla translation of UNCAC had been disseminated through the largest circulated national Bangla daily the daily Prothom Alo which has 370,000 circulations across the nation. In this quarter ACAC has signed contract with a private TV Channel i for production and broadcast of 30 news feature on Public Service Information.  ACAC also produced newsletter & brochure and web portal in this quarter as communication materials.

Section I:  Context

This section should highlight (1) the key developments and issues related to the subject area in Bangladesh and (2) description of the key objectives and outputs of the project. 

Key Issues

A. UNCAC , Gap analysis and training of Government Officers

Bangladesh has acceded to the UN Convention against Corruption in February 2007 along with 150 reaffirming States showing the recent commitment of the country to fight corruption. UNDP’s Anti-Corruption Advocacy Campaign brought UNCAC back on the agenda via continuous flow of information in the media, civil society and GoB about Bangladesh not signing the UNCAC. Therefore, ACAC had done campaign activities for Bangladesh’s accession to the UNCAC in last quarter of 2006 and in 2007.  

Due to the changed context and the accession to UNCAC, ACAC had focused more towards the preventive side of corruption. ACAC had offered assistance to Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) on preventive measures and on other issues focusing on anti-corruption. 

ACAC had signed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to work on drafting a gap analysis, comparing domestic legislations with the requirements in the UNCAC. This gap  analysis will form the first roadmap to the implementation of the UNCAC and training to govt. officials on UNCAC and govt. rules will be followed for the same purpose.  

Key objectives and outputs of the ACAC project
Anti Corruption Advocacy Campaign Project signed on the 25th January 2006, falls within (a) the framework of Supporting Strategy II – Strengthening Anti Corruption Strategy and Transparency and Accountability- under Bangladesh PRSP 2005 (p 162-165), (b) the National priority 1 of the United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF 2005): Democratic Governance and Human Rights, and (c) the Millennium Declaration (2000).  
This Advocacy campaign has worked to foster actions for integrity and against corruption within the Bangladesh Public sector by promoting (a) open discussion on corruption and integrity (b) disseminating information on what individuals, groups and organizations can do to curb corruption and (c) direct strategic interventions to strengthen anti-corruption efforts.
Overall Goal 

As per Annual Work plan (AWP) contribute to a reduction in corruption by increasing integrity via initiatives that complement GoB Policies and Programs to improve Governance & Reduce Corruption.
Outcome


Enhance awareness and understanding of integrity and anti-corruption in the Public Administration and Civil Society 

Outputs (2007)

I. Awareness campaign on Anti-corruption issues made 
II. IEC materials on Anti-corruption issues developed and disseminated 
III. Capacity of civil Society on Anti-corruption issues strengthened

Strategy/Objectives

I. Behavioral Objectives

This campaign was formed to make space for concerned civil servants and parliamentarians as primary campaign partners to voice their opinions and put forward solutions. Parallel to these efforts, concerted media advocacy, publicity and outreach activities was done to educate and aware civil servants, members of parliament, business and opinion leaders, youth, as well as donor country representatives to practice integrity and to be aware of the effects of corruption. The desired objectives of the advocacy campaign include a move away from corrupt practices by increasing integrity and implementation of preventive measures of (UNCAC).

II. Communication Objectives
The two-year communication campaign (2006-2008) tried to raise awareness through dissemination of information and knowledge on various corruption related issues. The communication campaign was divided into two categories as follows:

 1. Advocacy 

Advocacy was used on issues where political and societal consensus has not yet been reached. The primarily tools were dialogues, workshops, news & feature & media programs with civil servants, MPs, Donors and media organizations. 

2. Campaign 

A general campaign was targeted citizens (including the 7 campaign partners). The tools were media programmes, news & features, advertisement, popular shows (like photography exhibition, concert, music competition, award, web portal, opinion poll etc.)  

The campaign tried to raise awareness & public opinion on:  

· Integrity & anti-corruption  

· Compliance to the laws 

· Integrity as the way of life 

The campaign was aimed to transmit the following messages:

· Integrity and honesty are important social values that should be cherished and nurtured.

· Corruption should not be tolerated and is harmful to everyone in society.

· Everyone is capable of contributing to the establishment of a corruption-free society by being a responsible and honest individual.

Section II: Achievements

This section should record key results achieved and major impact or change made by the project during the year. It should cover (1) Policy Reform and Development; (2) Institutional Reform or Development (including all initiatives or results related to capacity building); (3) Development Results (as a result of implementing projects at the local level for change in the lives of the people); (4) Networks and Knowledge Sharing. 

Key Results
To address sensitive issue like “Corruption” during the anti corruption drive and political situation ACAC had to mold some planned activities from the original project document and Annual Work Plan ACAC focused and gave priority to address issues immerging from the momentum. Key activities undertaken during the reporting tear 2007 and achievements are highlighted below: 
A. Policy Reform and Development

1. TV- Programmes with channel i: 
From 9th December 2006 till 13th January 2007, six weekly television talk shows on the topics related to United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) were broadcasted on Channel i. The effort was to bring UNCAC back on the agenda via continuous flow of information in the media, civil society and GOB about Bangladesh not signing the UNCAC. To raise awareness of the UNCAC, vital issues of UNCAC was discussed by eminent persons of the country. The output of this activity is as following:
· Transcription and video of six VCDs are produced as knowledge products 

· Awareness built among politicians, civil servants and civil society. Politicians, public servants and civil society and media personalities 

· Media captured the issues in Electronic media and articles were published in newspaper 

· Accession to UNCAC  

Discussed topics are:

· United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). On air Date: December 9th  

· Election spending by individual candidates: On air Date December 16 

· Election spending by political parties and internal democracy of political parties: On air Date: December 23

· Anti Corruption Commission: On air Date: December 30 

· Recovery of misappropriated assets: On air Date: January 6, 2007

· The Official Secrets Act contra a freedom of information act: On air Date: January 13, 2007 
2. TV-programmes  with  ATN Bangla on Corruption free Economy 

Focusing on raising awareness of business community, decision makers and public regarding the existence, causes and importance of the threat caused by corruption, six weekly TV talk shows were broadcasted on ATN Bangla from 25th April 2007 to 30th June 2007.
Anti Corruption Advocacy Campaign (ACAC) arranged the TV talk shows, involving eminent persons of Bangladesh, as an advocacy activity to raise different issues related to economy with the objective of trying to bridge the effort of government and private sectors to make it corruption free. 

 Light of Article 12 of United Nations Convention against Corruption preventive measures were discussed in relation to ‘promoting cooperation between law enforcing agencies and private entities’, ‘development of standards and procedures’, ‘transparency’, ‘preventing misuse of procedures regulating private entities’. The rationale behind this program is: “to promote the active participation of individuals outside the public sector, and to raise public awareness regarding the existence, causes and gravity of the threat caused by corruption.”
One of the important sectors influencing corruption is the private sector. Reduction of corruption causes reduction of cost, hence price hike will be curbed, investments and national income will increase, and ultimately the overall economy of the country will be benefited. The six episodes of weekly talk shows will strengthen the supply side of corruption so it can cater the demand side for more efficient functioning. Issues for shows on Corruption in Business are: Price Hike, Adulteration, Ports and Customs, Power and Energy, Banking and Share Market, Corruption in business (an overall programme summing up.) 

Outcome: Awareness of Business Community and decision makers
Output: Transcription and videos of six VCDs as knowledge product from six program ideas to prevent business related corruption which can be used for advocacy purpose

B. Institutional Reform and Development

1. Recurring Essay Competition on Promoting Integrity & Reducing Corruption in Civil Service of Bangladesh with BPATC
UNDP in collaboration with (BPATC) Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre has initiated recurring essay competitions with the participants of Foundation Training Courses at BPATC to get a self-reflection and self-assessment process started in the young civil servants. An added value was ideas about doable activities for the advocacy campaign on Integrity and Anti Corruption. 18 trainees participated in the 37th Foundation Training Course (FTC).  On 38th FTC 218 students participated in the mandatory essay competition on 6th February, 2007 on Promoting Integrity & Reducing Corruption in Civil Service of Bangladesh.  The 3rd essay competition was held BPATC auditorium on 22 July 2007. The winners were awarded with books, certificates on 1 September at the closing ceremony of the conference was “Anti-Corruption Policies and Practices in Public Administration”. All 206 participants of the 39th Foundation Training Course took part in this mandatory essay competition. 
A panel of three judges was formed. Two judges of the jury were selected by BPATC from their course instructors and the third judge M. Hafizzudin Khan, a renowned person in Bangladesh was selected by UNDP. The essays (within 800 words in Bangla or English) centered on the following issues to be covered: 
a)  What can be done to promote integrity and fight corruption in civil service?

b)  brief example of a true story about integrity.

A jury assessed the papers against:  Originality, logic and coherence, “doability” and effectiveness of the recommendations.

Engaging the young civil servants on anti-corruption and integrity provided them with an opportunity and the freedom to look out of the box from an academic point of view. Suggestions have been made to repeat the exercise and to incorporate it within the main curricula of the Academy. 

Award ceremony was done. The first 10 candidates from the combined result given by the three judges were awarded with certificates, a crest, books, and a copy of the Human Development Report by UNDP. The winners received a crest, a certificate books and a Human Development Report 2006 of UNDP as recognition of their achievement and also best ten essays are selected to publish in the BPATC journal.

2. Providing Technical Assistance to Government on UNCAC

ACAC has worked on building understanding in drafting gap analysis, comparing domestic legislations with the requirements in the UNCAC. This gaps analysis will form the first roadmap to the implementation of the UNCAC. ACAC has formed partnership with Institute of Governance Studies (IGS) of BRAC to analyze the gaps between UNCAC and govt. laws. This is the first top step to the implementation of UNCAC in Bangladesh as Bangladesh acceded it in February 2007. The Memorandum of understanding (MOU) has been signed with BRAC. Later on it was decided to sign a Grand Agreement contract between IGS and UNDP for future activities detailing. The contract is with IGS for signing right now. The activities will be starting from April 2008 as per the contract. UNDP will be monitoring the quality and results.
3. Support ACC to assess the impact of Anti Corruption Commission (ACC) Chairman’s visit
Following a high level meeting between ACC Chairman, Resident Representative, UNDP and Anti Corruption Advocacy Campaign (ACAC) cooperation between ACAC and ACC was explored. The Chairman planned to tour in the four northern districts of Bangladesh (Panchagar, Thakurgaon, Nilphamari and Dinajpur) on 9 April 2007, Monday by Helicopter to visit ACC district offices there. The Chairman requested ACAC to cover the tour, with the objective of measuring people’s perception of ACC and come up with recommendation on how ACC can improve its work. 

ACAC implemented the activity by: 

1.      National and local newspaper clipping 
2.      Talk to journalists who were present in district
3.      Two questionnaire surveys (one before one after) in 4 districts i.e. 8 surveys. (Questionnaires drafted and statistics done by UNDP’s Anti Corruption Advocacy Campaign (ACAC)
· Respondents: NGO’s, CBO’s and ordinary citizens (approx. 50 per survey)
· 8 students will be engaged to facilitate the filling in of the questionnaires Major research questions:                

· ACC’s work in general, The ACC chairman, The work of the local chapter and local head of ACC, Open question. How can ACC improve its work?
· Quality assurance: Thorough briefing of students, ACAC team member checks work in two randomly selected districts
4. Investigative Journalism Training on Governance and Anti Corruption

ACAC has organized training on Investigative Journalism on Governance and Anti-corruption issues starting from 3 June to 28 June 2007. 10 training were organized and 120 journalists were trained by a BBC World Service Trust Trainer Stephen Hall.   This was a pioneer training as this  was the first time in Bangladesh a training like this has been co organized by six in house media (The Daily Star, Prothom Alo, New Age, The Daily Ittefaq, Channel I and BTV) and also by National Institute of Mass Communication (NIMCO) and National Press Club). At Press Club 2 Combined workshop training arranged for different print media both English and Bengali including news agencies (other than mentioned in house). Also at NIMCO one combined workshop for broadcast media including private channels and radio and Bangladesh Betar and one another combined workshop for TV producers of private channels were organized.
No per diem provided to the participants on the other hand media houses shared cost for venue and other facilities. 

The reason behind the training was that the explorative study done in 2006 by ACAC identified lack of skills in investigative journalism as one of the gaps to be filled. The Official Secrets Act 1923 makes it very difficult for journalists to write in-depth stories on corruption unless they are equipped with adequate tools and techniques to investigate the stories in a systematic way. These tools and techniques are according to the journalists not in their possession at the moment, and assistance in building this capacity is consequently an effective way of strengthening the media as an anti-corruption watchdog. Such capacity building will contribute to ACAC’s short term goal of enhancing awareness and understanding of integrity and anti-corruption by giving the journalists the necessary tools to write more informative and concrete (in-depth) stories. 

Outcome:  
· Development of knowledge and skills of investigative journalism

· Changed attitudes to using sources and gathering evidence

· Enhanced ability to challenge and overcome barriers and fight for the public interest

· Application of safety planning (risk assessment) to investigative journalism

· Transference of new skills and knowledge to future journalistic work – particularly applied to investigative story projects developed during training

Output:  

· 10 two days long training for 120 journalists 

· Evaluation from 120 journalists about the training  

· Training modules as knowledge product

· Training handouts

· Registration form with contact details of 120 journalists for future networking 

· 3 minutes video documentary highlighting the training procedures and participations of the trainees.
· A recommendation report on the training by the trainer  

Recommendations:

· The number, type and quality of investigative stories developed during the workshops should be closely monitored

· Longer courses with more practical, field work should be developed

· Management courses should be developed – to encourage more investigative reporting

· An award system could be introduced to select candidates for mixed (not in-house) further training away from workplaces

· Production and technical skills training should be provided for TV and radio journalists

· More rigorous systems to ensure trainees observe course times and attend all the sessions

· Full-time interpreters should be provided.  This affects the quality and professionalism of the courses.

· An on-line learning system, similar to the BBC World Service Trust’s iLearn programmes, could be developed to support and reinforce face-to-face training.

5. Workshop on Preventive Anti Corruption course of Bangladesh Civil Service Administrative Academy (BCSAA)
In the already developed course module in Bangladesh Civil Service Administration Academy (BCSAA) on ‘good governance and prevention of corruption in Bangladesh’ practical experience from current practices and policies on anti corruption issues were needed. In collaboration between UNDP and BCSAA, ACAC agreed to facilitate a workshop as a part of the course to promote integrity in the public administration and to share contemporary anti corruption efforts with regard to the needs of the BCSAA. The theme of the workshop was Measures for Prevention of Corruption. 
A one day workshop on 28 August, Tuesday at BCSAA, Dhaka started from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm. ACAC provided all logistics facilities and BCSAA provided the venue. 23 Deputy Secretaries who were undergoing two weeks training in preventing anti corruption course starting from 19 August to 30 August 2007 participated in the workshop to complete 20 marks set for the workshop out of 100.
Topics for paper presentation/ discussion were:

a. Procurement and Financial management 

- Policies and practices regarding Procurement and E governance 

- Lessons from public and private sectors- a case study among civil servants – a case study 

b. Right to Information (RTI)

- Current Status of RTI 

- Benefits of RTI for transparency and accountability 

- How do public servants cope with and benefit from RTI? 


c.     Accountability and Transparency 
Outcome: Measures of practice and policies of preventive anti corruption issues came out from the workshop. . 

Output: 


· Three case study papers as knowledge product 

· Papers prepared by participants on preventive anti corruption measures   

6. Conference on UNCAC: Anti-Corruption Policies and Practices in Public Administration
The essay competitions with Foundation Training Courses of Bangladesh Public Administration Training Center (BPATC) revealed that the civil servants need a better understanding of the contemporary issues on integrity and anti corruption.  The current Rector of BPATC also suggested arranging a two day event at BPATC with the aim of sharing experiences of different professionals with the BPATC participants.

To promote integrity in the public administration and to share contemporary anti corruption efforts, ACAC with collaboration with BPATC has arranged a two-day conference on 31st August- 1st September, Friday and Saturday on contemporary issues at BPATC, Savar. The theme of the conference was “Anti-Corruption Policies and Practices in Public Administration”. 

300 participants (Joint secretary, Deputy Secretary and assistant secretary) of BPATC who are undergoing training in different courses namely Senior Staff Course (SSC), Advance Course on Administration (ACAD) and Foundation Training Course (FTC) have attended the two-day seminar. The two day long conference started from 10:00 am- 5:00 pm each day.  

The program was divided into Inaugural session followed by six discussion sessions and a closing session at the end of the second day. In the discussion session six keynote papers was presented by the experts on related issues followed by discussions by one resource person from outside BPATC and one from BPATC. These discussions were followed by a Q&A session. Along with key discussants, 25 Joint Secretaries and 25 Deputy Secretaries were present to provide comment on the issue. 206 members of Foundation Training Course were also present in the two day long seminar.  

In the inauguration session, Chief Guest was Mr. M Abdul Aziz (Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture), Special Guest was Mr. Larry Maramis (Deputy Country Director, UNDP), and Chairperson was Mr. Abu Md. Maniruzzaman    Khan (Rector, BPATC). The closing session was presided over by Mr. Md Abdus Salam Khan (Secretary, Ministry of Establishment) as Chief Guest, Mr. Larry Maramis (Deputy Country Director, UNDP) as Special Guest, Mr. Md. Mokhles Ur Rahman (Secretary, Anticorruption Commission) as Chairperson.
Topics for paper presentation/ discussion:

Day 1,  
a. Rules and regulations Governing Conducts of Public Servants: 

- Overview of existing rules/procedures and code of conduct

- Problems/gaps in rules/procedures and code of contact related to anti-    

  corruption, how to improve  

b. Professionalism of public services:

- Values, impartiality, neutrality, competence and customer orientation

- Public vs private service delivery

- Building a positive image of public servants

c. E-Governance related to Procurement and Financial management 



- Policies and practices regarding Procurement and E governance 



- Lessons from public and private sectors 

Day 2, 
c. Management of Public Finances

- How can public finance managed to ensure transparency and accountability  

- Best practices from Union Parishads (participatory budgeting) 

d. Right to Information (RTI)

- Current Status of RTI 

- Benefits of RTI for transparency and accountability 

- How do public servants cope with and benefit from RTI? 

e. Role of ACC regarding preventive anti corruption measures  
- Current policies and practices of ACC regarding public servants   

- Case study of Integrity Institute of Malaysia 

- Comparison of ACC role and development of Integrity 

- How will the institute help built integrity among civil servants 

Outcome: Awareness and Understanding of existing issues of UNCAC and anti corruption and the recommendation will be distributed to different ministries for further actions. 

Output:    

· Six keynote papers as knowledge product 
· Recommendation on preparation of training modules on anti corruption as a report.
7. Workshop on Review of the Draft Modules on Anti-Corruption and Work Ethics in Civil Service

The draft “Ethics module”, developed by Developing Civil Service Capacity (DCSC) for 21st Century Administration Project, is needed to be reviewed and reformulate to incorporate anti-corruption component/part as recommended from the conference “Anti-Corruption Policies and Practices in Public Administration” at BPATC held on 31st August-1st September 2007. A two-day workshop at BRAC centre (BCDM) at Rajendrapur with the aim of reviewing and developing the “Anti-Corruption and Work Ethics in Civil Service” was arranged by ACAC and co-organized by Developing Civil Service Capacity (DCSC) for 21st Century Administration Project on 10-11 September 2007 (Monday-Tuesday). ACAC has provided all logistics facilities and processed all payments.

 18 participants (senior government officials at Joint and Deputy Secretary level) from BCS (Admin.) Academy, National Academy for Educational Management (NAEM), Bangladesh Institute of Administration and Management (BIAM), Academy for Planning and Development, FIMA, Ministry of Establishment, Bangladesh Secretariat, Foreign Service Academy gave input to the workshop.

Outcome: introduce this “Anticorruption & Work Ethics module” as a course in public service academies, institutions

Output:    
· Review and fine-tune the contents of a course on ‘Anti-Corruption and Work Ethics in Civil Service’ to be imparted at three Levels

C. Networks and Knowledge Sharing
1. Translation of UNCAC in Bangla 

The United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) identifies corruption as a serious impediment to development. In addition, endorsing the Anti-corruption Convention would raise the image of Bangladesh and will give teeth to curb corruption. 

After the signing of UNCAC it is now very important to disseminate UNCAC among stakeholders (GOB, Media, Public servants, Citizen etc.) to facilitate the implementation process. For that purpose a translation into Bangla of the UNCAC is needed.  ACAC was working on this as it focuses on policy level advocacy and awareness activities.
The bangle translation was also done so that people of Bangladesh can better understand this convention and the information wide spreads. 
This bangle translated UNCAC was launched in seminar on International Anti Corruption Day, 9 December 2007. And later it was circulated as supplement with the Daily Prothom Alo (the highest distributed bangle newspaper) on 17 December 2007. 3,20,000 numbers  of copies were circulated nation wide. It was a big success for ACAC. 
2. Newsletter and brochure:
ACAC has published newsletter highlighting the major activities done from August 2006 to October 2007. It Has been distributed among stakeholders, partners and mass keeping the International Anti Corruption Day in mind.
3. Public Service Announcement (PSA)
Public Service Announcements (PSA) have proven effective in countries as means of promoting anti corruption issues, by a) raising national awareness, b) identifying activities that need to take place in order to achieve a specific target, and c) in mobilizing broad-based support for achieving the goals. ACAC team has greatly involved in ensuring the concept, idea and standard.
ACAC has produced three (3), 1-2 minutes quality PSAs. Each format is suitable to be used in TV and radio. Either animated or real or combining both. The PSAs are now waiting for ACC and TIB’s clearance and strategical recommendation.  PSAs will transmit the following messages:
· Integrity and honesty are important social values that should be cherished and nurtured.

· Corruption should not be tolerated and is harmful to everyone in society.

· Corruption hurts the poor and vulnerable people the most

· Everyone is capable of contributing to the establishment of a corruption-free society by being a responsible and honest individual.

4. Public Service Information (PSI)
The explorative study identified lack of information from government departments as one of the major causes that breed corruption in public administration. Lack of information about different laws, rules and regulations causes corruption in the public services as citizens are not aware of them. This also lead the citizen’s not to follow the law of the government; hence a tendency has developed for non compliance to law. The caretaker government has recently taken some positive initiatives and public departments have started to prepare citizen’s charters. 

Public service information through a TV news feature will enable people to know about the existing rules and regulations of the government services. If people know the actual modalities, prices and procedures of government services people will be cheated to a lesser extent and they can demand the required services. Knowing the rules will also help in terms of compliance to law which the current government is striving to achieve. Such a dissemination of information through news will contribute to ACAC’s objective of dissemination of information to individuals, groups and organizations to curb corruption.

Outcome: Awareness and understanding of rules and regulations of public services and reduce corruption by compliance to law

Output: 

· 2-3 minutes news feature everyday for 30 days in prime time news on 30 different public services and sectors.  
· 10-20 Minutes documentary will be produced and will be broadcasted weekly on above 30 issues .
5. Seminar on International Anti Corruption Day
The International Anti Corruption Day
 is marked every year on 9 December to recognize that we all have a personal responsibility to help end corruption. The mark the day an event was jointly organized by Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) and Anti Corruption Commission (ACC) in collaboration with ACAC of UNDP

TIB presented a seminar paper on ‘UN Convention against corruption: What next for Implementation?’. Speeches were given by representatives of UN, Civil Society, Donor, Government and ACC to stand against corruption and to celebrate the contribution of different organizations for its role in curbing corruption. The programme concluded by giving awards to the winners of photography and cartoon competition. 

Outcome:  Awareness and Understanding of integrity and anti corruption in the public administration and civil society

Output:
· Seminar paper presented
· Award giving of photography and cartoon competition
· Partnership with ACC and TIB  

6. Photography Competition and Exhibition:
Photography competition and Exhibition -‘Fighting corruption: a collective responsibility’ was mandated to promote a drive against corruption. This endeavour was a tool to raise awareness against the negative impacts of corruption and the positive impacts of integrity. Such awareness and public involvement on anticorruption should lead to greater motivation toward integrity, accountability, towards individual’s responsibility and to boost positive behaviour of public servants, youth, businessmen and other citizens of Bangladesh by practicing integrity. 
The competition has co-organized by Anti Corruption Advocacy Campaign Project (ACAC), UNDP and Drik. The activities which can be directly processed through procurement will disburse to listed vendors.

This competition was a tool of awareness raising of the negative impacts of corruption, the positive impacts of integrity. Such awareness and public involvement should lead to greater motivation toward integrity, accountability towards individual’s responsibility and to boost positive behaviour of public servants, youth, businessmen and other citizens of Bangladesh by practicing integrity.

Photographs give messages very strongly, it is expected that the images on anti corruption will raise awareness and understanding on anti corruption and integrity issues of mass people. 

The photographs captured the following ideas/areas: 

· Corruption and faces of corruption (pictures of different situations where corruption occur)

· The effect of corruption (social, economical, political, legal effects (undermining rule of law) 

· Rule of law in practice (everyday situation with law abiding citizens) 

· Contribution of citizens to establishment of a corruption-free society (by being a responsible and honest individual)

· Citizens’ right (pictures showing the rights of people).

· Integrity and honesty are important social values (what does Bangladesh get out of a society with these values)

· The photographs should not hurt any people personally.

Activities: 

· Selecting implementing partners through procurement cluster of UNDP. Drik Picture Library was selected in the process.

· Media Ad and call for entry, Judge Panel for evaluation, Result

· Exhibition and Prize giving ceremony

During commemoration of International Anti Corruption Day the prize were given to the winners and later a token of appreciation (certificates) were given to all participants. It was suggested to make partnership with ACC through TIB in the activity. Accordingly ACAC has convinced and manage to build partnership with ACC and TIB. As per the correspondence with TIB and ACC, it was suggested by them to contribute visibility or publicity materials by DRIK in the seminar on International Anti-Corruption Day, 9 December 2007 as well.

Section III: Organization and Management

This section should record key results in (1) organization structure and management arrangements; (2) Staffing or Specialized Capacities; (3) Budget and Delivery by major outputs.

Organization structure and management arrangements

The project was managed under the supervision of the Governance Cluster. The total approved budget from the non core resources provided by the Government of Denmark is US$ 420,420 (DKK 2,552,600). 

Logistics/project setup and recruitment 

During the first month of this year the work place was moved up to 7th floor of IDB Bhaban from 5th floor. The ACAC team comprised of Programme Officer, Project manager (vacant), Campaign manager, Campaign Coordinator, Campaign Assistant (in September 2007 the intern position was changed to a position of Campaign Assistant.) and the technical and support staffs. 

As the project closed its activities on 31 December 2007, the APR, pending payments are followed up by former Campaign Coordinator and former Campaign Assistant, who joint other project/programme.

Budget and delivery by major outputs 

a) Financial Implementation: This section provides the financial implementation status of this quarter (Information from:  Combined Delivery report, CDR)
	Financial delivery of ACAC

	
	Type pf Cost
	 Total Expenditure in USD 

	Delivery in 2006
	
	
	71,029.16

	Delivery till  31 December 2007
	Activity Cost
	137153.74
	

	
	Management cost
	60106.34
	

	
	Total Expenditure in 2007
	
	197,260.08

	Delivery in 2008
	Pending payments of completed activities (apx)
	37,110.76
	

	
	Grand to TIB
	40,000
	

	
	Total Expenditure in 2008
	
	77,110.76

	Overall Financial delivery of ACAC (aprx)
	345,400


Section IV: Partnerships

This section should record key results in building institutional partnership and how these are being used to mobilize support, institutionalize project processes and activities and others.

Partnerships within the UN system


ACAC was in connection with UNCAC activities been in close contact with regional centre Bangkok, UNODC, ADB, and World Bank.   ACAC has closely worked with “Developing Civil Service Capacity for 21st Century Administration” project of UNDP.

Partnerships outside the UN system
In an attempt to publicize and sensitize the objectives of the campaign as well as to seek possible partnerships, the campaign team has established the initial round of contacts that would foster inter-agency collaboration impacting on the advocacy campaign: 

1. Government of Bangladesh: Anti Corruption Commission (ACC), Bangladesh Public Administration Training Centre (BPATC), National Institute of Mass Communication (NIMCO), National  Press Club, Bangladesh Civil Service Administrative Academy (BCSAA)

2. LCG working group on corruption and multi lateral agencies (ADB and WB) 

3. NGOs: Manusher Jinno, Shujon, TIB
4. Media:

· TV channel:  BTV, (jointly organized investigative journalism training)  Channel I (broadcasting two anti corruption spots regularly  free of charge) , ATN Bangla

· Newspaper: The Daily Star (published an article mentioning Bangladesh’s non-signatory status on UNCAC on anti corruption day) New Age, The daily Prothom Alo, The Daily Ittefaq
· Radio: Bangladesh Betar and Radio today 
· Media Institutes: Press Club, National Institute for Mass Communication (NIMC), 

5.  Third Sector: DRIK Picture Library Ltd. for photography competition and exhibition and Bitopi Social Advertising Ltd. for production of PSA.
All these collaborations and partnerships contributed to complementarities in any corruption related activities and avoid duplications.  ACAC had close contacts and entry point to ACC. They indicated the interest to work with UNDP jointly for advocacy campaign on anti-corruption. The advocacy team had maintained close liaise with the LCG working group (ADB, WB) on Governance and ways of collaborations with the campaign. Correspondence with TIB’s Executive Director Dr. Iftekharuzzaman and others was continued on different activities and occasion. For the TV talk shows on UNCAC and Business, and also for training of Journalists contacts, seminars, ACAC had made very good contacts with media people (Editors, journalists, Producer, eminent media personalities). 

Partnerships and contacts have in general turned out to be an invaluable resource for the ACAC, and established ties with various partner.
Section V: Lessons learnt and looking toward the Future

This section should record (1) lessons learnt from 2007 and (3) future strategic directions or recommendations.

Lessons learnt from 2007  

Anti-Corruption Advocacy Campaign was working to find common ground where a good image of Bangladesh could be build. The campaign carefully avoided confrontation between government and civil society. This was further ensured by the campaigns focus on complementing (rather then contradicting) GOB initiatives on good governance.  

Implementation constraints, lessons learnt and knowledge gained so far:

1. This was and still is the high time to address issues like corruption because the neutral Caretaker Government is fostering an environment with minimum political rivalry and pressure on the Politicians, public servants, Businessmen, Organizations.

2. Because the UNCAC has been signed it was the perfect time to focus on implementation of UNCAC.

3. Windows of opportunity open and close abruptly on anti corruption issues (according to time, event and political situation of Bangladesh). The windows have been utilized and ACAC has taken prompt initiatives.
4. An activity specific AWP was vital to ensure delivery.  The project has successfully completed almost all the activities. Signing and awareness building on UNCAC was a big success. ACAC has trained the journalists of both electronic and print media. Training with different Government institutions and Development of Anti Corruption Module was another accomplishment. In the last quarter of 2009 all the major activities were focused on civil society. Three Public service announcement and 30 public service information as news clips were produced. They will be broadcasted in 2008. A photography competition and exhibition along with seminars were held to commemorate the International Anti Corruption day on 9th December. 
Future strategic directions or recommendations

The campaign has initiated a movement for prevention of corruption. The small steps taken by the campaign can be made into more intense actions. The project has succeeded in creating a more open debate and UNDP has maintained and further strengthened its good relations with key public institutions and personalities on anti-corruption issues. This combined with the current change in the political situation after the 11th of January 2007, means that conditions are conducive for reforms. The foundation has been laid and it is time to move into a phase with more substantial activities within the public institutions.
Recommendations

1. Policy reform and development

a. Promote preventive measures of corruption

b. Implementation of UNCAC

c. Pursue vital legislation on anti corruption issues 

d. Give the civil servants ownership to/on anti-corruption movement

2. Institutional reform or development.

a. Strengthen cooperation with the public administration (it is currently free from political pressure)

b. Work with ACC to strengthen its initiatives against corruption. 

c. Establish a Integrity bureau or institution 







� By � HYPERLINK "http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=A/RES/58/4&Lang=E" \t "_blank" �resolution 58/4� of 31 October 2003, the General Assembly designated 9 December as International Anti-Corruption Day. This decision was taken in order to raise awareness of corruption and of the role of the � HYPERLINK "http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/crime_convention_corruption.html" �United Nations Convention against Corruption� in combating and preventing it.
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