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C U R R I C U L U M  V I T A E

NAME:



Donald James McKenzie

ADDRESS:


61 Moss Street
West Ryde  NSW  2114

TELEPHONE:


(H)  61 2 9858 4008

(W) 61 2 8281 5816

(M)  0417 466 140

DOB:



31 August, 1961

PLACE OF BIRTH:

Newcastle, Australia


EDUCATION
St Aloysius College Milsons Point (Leaving Year 1979)

School Vice-Captain

Captain First XV (Rugby:  1979 Combined Associated Schools Champions)

Sydney University 1981-3 & 1984-5 (Awarded degrees in Science and Law)

Admitted as a solicitor to the Supreme Court of New South Wales in July 1987
Accredited as a Criminal Law Specialist with the Law Society of New South Wales in 2003

Australian and New Zealand School of Government (ANZSOG) and the Graduate School of Government, University of Sydney 2006 & 2007 (Awarded Executive Masters of Public Administration (EMPA) (with merit) in October 2008) 
The ANZSOG EMPA course has six core subjects.  Prizes are awarded to the student who gains the highest mark in each subject.  I was awarded prizes in relation to two of the six core subjects as follows:

· The Deloitte Award for “Creating Public Value”

· The Herbert Geer Award for “Governing By the Rules”
EMPLOYMENT
November 2002 – Present
Principal Lawyer, Independent Commission Against Corruption (the Commission)

Responsibilities

· Conduct of major corruption inquiries involving: 

· conduct of investigations  

· preparation of materials for corruption hearings

· conduct of public and private hearings as an advocate

· management of hearings involving independent counsel assisting, and

· preparation of corruption reports for tabling in Parliament.
· Ongoing leadership responsibility within the Legal Division of the Commission. 
· Conduct of Corruption Prevention initiatives with other public sector agencies including internal investigation workshops (“Fact-Finder) and presentations on corruption control
Accomplishments

· I have explored, managed and developed the Independent Commission Against Corruption approach to addressing corruption within the New South Wales public sector through corruption exposure linking with organisational capacity building and the development of corruption prevention strategies.

· I have been involved in close examination of numerous public sector agencies.  I have studied their strengths and weaknesses and have been involved in identifying strategies for their development.

· I have presented on numerous occasions on corruption and investigation issues.  On two occasions I have attended and presented at anti-corruption conferences/workshops as a consultant to the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC):

· December 2004
Southern African Forum Against Corruption at Gaborone, Botswana

· March 2007
Regional Training Workshop on Anti-Corruption at Mombasa, Kenya.

In March 2008 I attended and presented at an Anti-Corruption seminar in Tianjin, China as a consultant to the Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commission.
October 1998 – November 2002    Principal Legal Officer, Crime Agencies/ State Crime Command, NSW Police
Responsibilities

· Establishment, leadership and management of the Operational Legal Support Team, Crime Agencies 

· Leadership of the Assets Confiscation Unit, Crime Agencies 

· Leadership of the Coroner’s Support Unit (Prosecutors)

Accomplishments

· I established a legal support operation within Crime Agencies (now the State Crime Command), being the major crime investigation wing of NSW Police.  I developed this operation so that it became an intrinsic part of major crime investigation in this State. In August 2001 my team was awarded the Law Society’s Award for Professional Excellence in Government Legal Services in recognition of its impact on the culture of major crime investigation.
· I promoted the development of assets confiscation legislation in New South Wales.  With the Solicitor for Confiscations at the Officer of the Director of Public Prosecutions, I developed a confiscation model that was adopted by a joint Attorney General – Police Ministry working group and ultimately incorporated into legislation in 2005.

· I established a financial investigation capacity within the Assets Confiscation Unit, Crime Agencies, and used this to promote increased use of financial investigation and assets confiscation processes within Crime Agencies’ major crime investigation teams.
May 1998 – October 1998
Office of the Director Of Public Prosecutions, Group 5 (Short Matters)

Responsibilities

· Conduct of District Court prosecutions (sentences, severity appeals and all ground appeals). The conduct of bail proceedings in the Supreme Court.

Accomplishments

· I further developed my knowledge of criminal law and my advocacy skills through constantly appearing in short matters in the District and Supreme Courts.

May 1997 - May 1998
Legal Officer and then acting Team Leader to the Executive Support Team, New South Wales Police Service (12 month secondment)
Responsibilities

· Provision of high level policy advice and general support for the operations of the Police Commissioner’s Executive Team. 

· Liaising with the Police Ministry, the Office of the Police Minister and other NSW public sector agencies on behalf of the Commissioner.

Accomplishments
· I gained skills in policy development as I was involved in the provision of policy analysis and advice to Commissioner Ryan and his executive, at a time of substantial policy development in the wake of the Wood Royal Commission. 

· I formed effective networks with the Police Ministry and the Office of the Police Minister.
· As acting-team leader to the Executive Support Team for most of the year, I developed my leadership skills within a very active policy environment. 

1994 - March 1997
Senior Lawyer for the Royal Commission into the New South Wales Police Service

Responsibilities

· Participation in and leadership of Royal Commission investigations into corruption within NSW Police
· Preparation of materials for Royal Commission hearings  

· Preparation of legal and policy advice for the Royal Commissioner.

I was attached to the team led by John Agius SC. This team was responsible for conducting investigations and hearings in relation to corruption within the Kings Cross Drug Unit and the Joint Drug Task Force as well as other investigations and hearings.

Accomplishments

· I developed investigation skills through my involvement in numerous complex and high profile corruption investigations. 

· I gained experience operating within a high-powered multidisciplinary team 

· I gained familiarity with corporate issues associated with the New South Wales Police Service and the operation of public sector organisations generally. 

1992 - 1994:

Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions - Special Crime Unit –Solicitor Advocate (Grade III/IV)

Responsibilities:
· Conduct of Local Court prosecutions (summary and committal), District Court prosecutions (all ground appeals, sentence, severity appeals), instructing in District Court Trials and the preparation of legal advice for the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

The Special Crime Unit conducts sensitive prosecutions, predominantly prosecutions of public officials and complex major crime prosecutions.

Accomplishments

· I further developed my criminal law knowledge and my advocacy skills but from a prosecution perspective.

· I gained substantial experience in the prosecution of public officials, particularly the prosecution of police officers.

· I gained substantial experience in the conduct of complex major crime prosecutions.

1989 - 1992:

Western Aboriginal Legal Service at Dubbo, New South Wales
Responsibilities
· Personal conduct of criminal law matters in Local Court (sentence, summary hearings, committal hearings) District Court (sentence, severity and all ground appeals) and Supreme Court (sentence).  Conduct with counsel of trials in the District Court.

Accomplishments

· I developed my criminal law knowledge and advocacy skills through extensive court appearances.  

· I worked extensively for and with Aboriginal people and developed a close association with Aboriginal communities throughout the west of New South Wales.  

1987 - 1989:

Graham & Ward, Solicitors of Wellington, New South Wales.

Responsibilities

· Conduct of general legal practice including wills and estate work, third party and occupier’s liability proceedings, criminal law matters (Local Court and District Court) and conveyancing.

Accomplishments

· I developed skills in a wide spectrum of legal procedures










