Report on the First Annual Conference and General Meeting of International Association of Anti-Corruption Authorities Beijing China 22 – 26 October 2006
Introduction
The First Annual Conference and General Meeting of International Association of Anti-Corruption Authorities was held at the Grand Epoch City, Beijing  China from 22-26 October 2006.

The Meeting was as a result of a meeting of a number of experts from anti-corruption institutions held in Vienna, Austria from 19-20 April 2006 at the invitation of the Peoples’ Republic of China and supported by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.  It was at this meeting that it was agreed to establish an international association of anti-corruption authorities.
Conference Objectives

The conference was convened as a process of establishing an international conference of anti-corruption authorities. The AGM was to elect the first office bearers and to adopt the constitution of IAACA. Once IAACA was formed, it would adopt certain clear objectives which are the following:
· facilitate the implementation of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption

· Enhance international cooperation in the fight against corruption in the investigation of corruption crimes and asset recovery
Conference Highlights
The conference was attended by more than 900 delegates from anti-corruption authorities in 137 countries and regions and 12 international development organizations.

His Excellency the President of the Peoples’ Republic of China Hu Jintao was the Guest of Honour at the official opening ceremony.  He emphasized that fighting corruption was a major task for all countries and that international anti-corruption cooperation should be enhanced in order to achieve the common aspiration of the world for clean and honest governments.  He reassured delegates that the Chinese Government was committed to fighting corruption as an international responsibility and its obligations under the United Nations Convention Against Corruption.

The conference was designed to promote the United Nations Convention Against Corruption as well as to strengthen international cooperation on criminal matters. The conference was organized into plenary sessions and workshops which focused on specific thematic areas. Issues of concern included the following:
· Lack of scientific methods of measuring corruption

· Lack of necessary tools for accurate and objective measurement of corruption

· Strengthening of international and regional cooperation in criminal matters on extradition and mutual legal assistance in cases where there are no bilateral agreements

· Lack of technical assistance to implement the UNCAC

· Raising awareness and information exchange between authorities and general populace.

· The role of civil society and development agencies in the fight against corruption.
· Effective preventive strategies and measures against corruption

· Best practices for establishing effective anti-corruption institutions

· Anti-corruption legislation and its enforcement

· International cooperation in the various judicial systems and asset recovery

· The role of civil society, media  and community organizations.
Ministers of Justice, Directors of Agencies and development agencies made presentations on various issues related to the Convention.  Mr Noel Kututwa presented on “How International Organisations can help anti-corruption authorities implement the UNODC”.  The presentation focused on the importance of capacity building programmes through training, research and technical support to institutions.

A Draft Declaration was presented and adopted by delegates attending the meeting. (Please find attached copy).

The First Conference on States Parties to the Convention will be held in Jordan from 10-14 December 2006.  Development agencies have been invited to attend the conference of State Parties and engage in dialogue with the UNODC in ensuring that the convention is fully integrated in their work in capacity building especially in the area of governance.

An Executive Committee which will be the management and administrative body of the Association was nominated and will be chaired by Mr Jia Chungwang the Procurator-General of the Supreme People’s Procuratorate.  This committee will comprise five Vice Presidents, a Secretary General, a General Counsel and Eleven Executive Members.
Conclusion
The conference provided SAHRIT with an opportunity of participating in the creation of a new institution to fight corruption. This new institution has a great potential to assist state parties to the UNCAC fulfill their obligations. SAHRIT was the only African civil society group at this conference and the expertise of SAHRIT was recognized by requesting SAHRIT to present a paper as stated above. It was also a wonderful opportunity for networking and for SAHRIT to more widely disseminate the work that it does in the area of anti-corruption. By reason of this attendance at this conference, SAHRIT is now a member of IAACA and it is believed that this will bring more opportunities to SAHRIT for the work that it is doing.

