MONGOLIA
Political system: 

A parliamentary democracy with an elected President as head of state. The Prime Minister is appointed by the Parliament, and is usually the chairperson of the political party with majority seats in the mono-cameral legislature. The Cabinet is formed by a nomination process initiated by the Prime Minister in consultation with the President, and after confirmation by the Parliament. Unitary state with 21 provinces and one municipality -Ulaanbatar.

Legal system

The legal system is predominately based on the civil law system. Mongolia has not adopted a national legislation for International Criminal Court implementation. 
Anti-corruption Legislation:

Anti-corruption law was approved in July 2006, and came into force from 01st November 2006. This law replaces the previous anti-corruption legislation enacted in 1996. 
Main agencies involved in AC prevention, investigation, enforcement, education

Main agency(s):

· Ant-corruption Agency 
Other:    

· Prosecutor General’s Office
· National Audit Board

· Civil Service Commission
· State Property Agency
· Financial Regulations Committee
· State Professional Inspection Agency

· National Human Rights Commission
· Economic Crime Prevention Unit (police) 

Anti-corruption strategy: 

In 1999, under the Democratic Coalition, a Parliamentary Anti-Corruption Working Group finalised the National Programme for Combating Corruption (NPCC). A National Anti-Corruption Council (NACC) was created to oversee the implementation of the NPCC. The NACC is a statutory body of Parliament, chaired by the vice-speaker of Parliament and composed of representatives from the legislature, government, civil society and the private sector. The programme and monitoring arrangements now needs to be revised in light of the recent legislative developments and establishment of the anti-corruption agency.
Asset declaration:

According to the new law, asset declaration is mandatory for all civil servants. Selected number of political and administrative office holders should annually submit their declarations to the ACA.
UNCAC status: 

Convention signed AND RATIFIED  

Participation in ADB-OECD Initiative:

Member status 

Recent developments:

While the debate on the anti-corruption law and related institutional arrangements for combating corruption has taken many years to conclude, an anti-corruption law finally came into force on the 1st of November 2006, paving the way for the establishment of an independent anti-corruption body. The Anti-corruption Agency will report to parliament annually, and its criminal investigation functions will be subject to oversight of the Prosecutor General's Office. The ACA will be a one-stop shop for investigations, intelligence, asset disclosure, and public awareness: a structure inspired by Hong Kong's ICAC. In 2005 Mongolia became a party to the United Nations Convention against Corruption. Mongolia was also the first country to adopt an MDG 9 on Good Governance and Human rights which includes among other a target to achieve zero tolerance for corruption by 2015. Semi-annual corruption benchmarking surveys, sponsored by USAID, over the next three years will help government and civil society to assess the scope, incidence and impact of corruption, and will help Mongolia monitor its success in combating corruption. A Law on the Operations of Political Parties was also adopted, with provisions to control the financing of political parties. A Law on Public Procurement came into force in May 2000. A Law on Public Broadcasting was adopted in February 2005, providing for the further privatization of media outlets. A freedom of information act is under consideration.

Challenges:

· Setting up the new agency will be the main challenge, despite support from various donors including the World Bank, USAID and UNDP. 

· Additional legislation, such as the Criminal Code and the Criminal Procedures Code must be amended and strengthened in order to give the Anti-Corruption Law “teeth.” Other areas for drafting include Conflict of Interest and Corporate Corruption legislation, both of which are absent from the Anti-Corruption Law. 
· Having the independent Anti-Corruption Agency to monitor the asset declarations of a few thousand senior political and government officials seems almost an impossible task. 
· …
UNDP’s involvement:

UNDP has long been involved in the process of legislative and institutional development for combating corruption in Mongolia. Initial support was provided through UNDP’s PACT programme and then under the “Good Governance for Human Security Programme” which included public awareness, consultations, surveys, support to the NPCC development. In 2003, UNDP and the government approved the NISE project (National Integrity Systems Enhancing). The NISE project supported a series of activities including the discussions on the institutional arrangements for combating corruption. The project was attached to the NACC. The project document now needs to be revised to take into account UNDP’s support to the new institution, and support to the implementation of the new law. At ministerial level, UNDP launched an innovative project in support of integrity enhancement in the Ministry of Health (Strengthening Ethics and Integrity for Good Governance in the Health Sector). The project has now entered its second year. 
Contact person in UNDP:

· Davaadulam Tsegmed (practice manager): davaadulam.tsegmed@undp.org
· Munkhbat Nyamaa (programme officer): munkhbat.nyamaa@undp.org
