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Introduction

In line with the aspiration to become a fully developed country, based on the concept of total development; where moral, spiritual and psychological aspects will be the main features of development, Malaysia is already working towards promoting good governance in all key development areas.   

One key challenge in Malaysia is to develop institutions and processes that are more responsive to the needs of ordinary citizens, including the poor. UNDP’s role in this area internationally is to build partnerships and share ways to promote participation, accountability, transparency and effectiveness at all levels. More importantly, UNDP’s corporate policy paper, “Fighting Corruption to Improve Governance”, clearly cited the organisation’s impartiality, partnership and governance focus as its value added contribution in the area of anti-corruption. As a broker of knowledge and innovative ideas, UNDP’s approach is to build trust and confidence in order to better help government identify and pursue appropriate policies through open and participatory dialogue among key stakeholders.
In line with the above, there is a need for a mission to explore possibilities of engaging the government of Malaysia on the issues of anti-corruption/good governance, and standards of excellence in the public sector, in order to help it strategise its targets and activities for 2004 and beyond. In this aspect the mission is expected to do the following:

Mission Objectives 

1. In consultation with UNDP, undertake a review of the following documents:

· Mid term review of the 8th Malaysia Plan

· Vision 2020

· Recent speeches of the new Prime Minister of Malaysia

· Transparency International (Malaysian Chapter) report on corruption in Local Authority.

2. On the basis of the review, outline the challenges and strategies to combat corruption problems, and promote standards of excellence in the public sector, focusing, inter alia, on the following:

· the continued relevance of the Malaysian Anti Corruption Agency (ACA) i.e. if the Agency’s strategy and focus areas are still valid and relevant;

· the effectiveness of any other rules, regulations and institutions in Malaysia that promotes good governance;

· the partnerships between government and CSOs initiated and sustained in the area of advocacy and policy dialogues;

· the synergies between existing governance activities as carried out by UNDP CO and other UNDP supported initiatives, other regional institutions and other UN agencies; 

· insights and lessons learned from the global and regional programme in further enhancing the effectiveness of a new programme.

3. Produce a concise action plan for CO discussion with government.
Mission Output

1. The expected output from the mission are:

A concise report (approximately 10 pages) and action plan on possible future focus areas and directions for UNDP Malaysia to  work with government and other stakeholders respond to the new anti-corruption programme in Malaysia.  The report should pay particular attention to possible areas of UNDP collaboration in the areas of advocacy, policy dialogues and institutional reforms.

Duration

2. Duration for the mission is 5 working days in Kuala Lumpur.
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