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Preamble and title:

L ThisActis to prevent the offer and acceptance of bribery, the prevention
and prohibition of attainment of undue advantage or the fecilitation of attainment of
undue advantage through use of influencefrom position, and the prevention of such.

() This Act shal be cited as, " Prevention and prohibition of corruption
Act"

The offence of offering and accepting bribery in reation to a task
undertaken by the gover nment

2. @ In relation to a task or interactionundertaken, or to be undertaken by the
Government or a government agency, it is an offence for an employeeof government or
government venture, on his own, using someone or through someone to accept bribery,
to request for bribery, to agree to accept, to bribe, agree to bribe or propose to offer
bribery to a smilar employee, in order to lessen the burden, to ease, to benefit, to give
any advantage whatsoever, to inconvenience or to make burdensome or to inflict any
harm whatsoever on a specific party or to motivate or reward someone for the carrying
out of such.

A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (a) above shall be
puni sha%l)ewith imprisonment, or banishmentor house arrest not exceeding 7 years.

The offence of offering and accepting bribery by members of the Peopl€'s
Majlis

3. Itis an offencefor amember of the People's M4lis or a person elected to
be a member of the People's Mglis or a person appointed to the People's Mglison his
own or through an agent to accept bribery, to request for bribery, to agree to accept, or
to propose to offer bribery, or to agree to bribe, or to offer bribery in any form to
motivate someone, to reward, in order to act or omit to act in the capacity as a member
of the People's Mglis.

ag) A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (g above shdl be
punishablewith imprisonment, or banishment or housearrest not exceeding 7 years.

The offence of offering and accepting bribery in the judicial sector

4. @ It is an offence for a High Court judge, or judge or a magistrate, or any
other person assigned responsibility to pass judgement in performing or omitting to
perform a responsibility of his post, to accept bribery, to request for bribery, to agree to
accept or to bribe, agree to bribe or propose to offer bribery by himself, using someone
or through someone in order to lessen the burden, to esse, to benefit, to give any
advantage whatsoever, to inconvenience or to make burdensome or to inflict any harm




whatsoever on a specific party or to use position to motivate someone to commit such or
to reward for the carrying out of such.

A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (g) above shdl be
punlshag)l ewith imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding10 years.

The offence of offering and accepting bribery in reation to a tak
undertaken by amember of the public

5. With regard to task or interaction undertaken, or to be undertaken by a
member of the public or Government, or a government venture, it is an offence for a
person on his own or through an agent to accept bribery, to request for bribery, to agree
to accept bribery, to bribe, agree to bribe or propose to offer bribery in order to lessen
the burden, to ease, to benefit, to give any advantage whatsoever, to inconvenience, to
make burdensome or to inflict any harm whatsoever on a specific party or to motivate or
reward someone for the carrying out of such.

A person who commits an offence stated in subsection () above shdl be
punishag? ewith imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding5 years.

The offence of offering bribery to a person without powers to fulfil the
pur pose for which bribery was offered

6. @ Itisan offence to accept bribery, to request for bribery, agreeto receive,
to bribe, agreeto give bribery, or propose to offer bribery either to motivate someoneor
as arewad for the carrying out of an offence stated in sections 2,3,4, and 5 of this Act
even if the person who accepted bribery, or requested for bribery, or agreed to accept
bribery does not or could not have sufficient powers or discretion to fulfil the purpose
for which bribery had been offered.

a%, A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (g) above shal be
punishablewith imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding 3 years.

Committing or attemptingto commit a bribery offence though a person or
agroup

7. Where bribery stated in sections 2,3,4, and 5 of this Act is accepted,

offered, agreed to be offered or accepted, attempted to be given or accepted, through a
person or agroup acting as an intermediary, and where such an intermediary knew that it
was bribery, or where there were reasonable grounds to believe that it was bribery, the
intermediary involved in giving or accepting bribery or doing such shall be culpable.

A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (a) aboveshal be
punishablewith imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding 5 years.

Bribing to exert influence
8. It is an offence for a person on his own or on behalf of another person

to accept bribery, to request for bribery, to agree to accept in order to make a person
mentioned in sections 2,3,4,5 to lessen the burden, to ease, to benefit, to give any



advantage whatsoever, to inconvenience, or to make burdensome or to inflict any harm
whatsoever on a specific party, or to bribe, agree to bribe, or propose to offer bribery to
induce or to reward for the carryingout of such.

A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (8 above shal be
punishable with imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding5 years.

Informing about attempting to offer bribery and the offer of btibery

9. @ Whereit is known that a person mentioned in this Act accepted bribery
or tried to accept bribery or such a person offered bribery or tried to offer bribery, or
where there are reasonablegrounds to bdieve that bribery had been accepted or is to be
accepted, or offered, or is to be offered, details including information about the person
or persons who committed or tried to commit the act should be informed without dday,
in Mde to the Ministry of Defence and National Security in theislandsto Atoll or Idand
Offices. Dday in informingwithout acceptable reasonis an offence.

) A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (g) above shdl be
punishagi ewith imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding 2 years.

Where purpose of the bribeis not served

10. The offence of bribery stated in sections 2,3,4, and 5 of this Act shdl be
complete even where the purpose of the bribe had not been served from the person who
accepted, requested to receive, agreed to receive the bribe

Establishingthat it isnot bribery

n Property and money belonging to a person accused of committing the offence of
bribery stated in this Act shal be declared to have been obtained through bribery, where
it is established during the tria proceedings that the person had accepted bribery and
where the person fails to establish that money and property in excess of known income
was not obtained through bribery.

The offence of obtainingundue advantageby gover nment employees

12 @ It is an offence for an employee of Government or a Government
venture to use position or influence from position, to gain or confer an undue advantage
pertaining to atask or connected to a task being carried out by the agency or placeof his
employment.

) A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (g) above shdl be
puni shagi ewith imprisonment, banishment or house arrest not exceeding 3 years.

The offence of acting in a manner which precludes an advantage to the
publicor the State where a benefit exists.

13 @ It is an offence for any government employee to act in a manner that
precludes the public or state from attaining advantage of anything the public or state
could have benefited from, or to act in a manner that diminishes the benefits that could
have been attained, or diverts the benefits or a part of the benefits to the employeeor the
employee's wife or husband.



aE)b) A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (a) above shal be
punishablewith impri sonment, bani shment or house arrest not exceeding 5 years.

The offence of assigning work, procuring for the government and using
gover nment property for personal gain

14. @ It is an offence for anyone to use awy government property in
contravention of government regulations to get an incomeor for personal gain. It is aso
an offencefor agovernment employee to compe another government employee to work
or undertake a task during official working hours of the employee, in contravention of
government regul ationsto get an income or for personal gai n.

It isan offence for ay government employee to procure, rent, receive or
obtain, in contravention of government regulations, for the employees place of work or
for a place which the employee is responsible for administering, persona property or
property belonging to a person the employee is in partnership with, or an enterprise
which confers benefits to the employee or an enterprise in which the employee holds
sharein.

© It is an offence for any government employee to alot work required for
the employees place of work or for a place which the employee is responsible for
administering, in contravention of govemment regulations, to an entity owned by the
employee or which confers benefits to the employee or where the employeeholds share
in.

A person who commits an offence stated in subsections (a)(b)(c) above
shall be punishablewith imprisonment, banishment or house arrest not exceeding 3years,
and any benefits attained through commission of such offence together with any damage
sustained by the Government shdl be obtained from the person.

Manner of business dealings by the Chief Justice, Speaker of the Peopl€'s
Majlis, Minigter s of the State and Employees of the Gover nment

15. @ It is an offence for the Chief Justice, the Speaker of the People's Majlis, a
member of the cabinet, a Minister of the State, or a person of similar status, the Auditor
General, Commissioner of Elections, aJudge of the High Court of Madives, an Atoll
Chief, wives or hushand's of such persons and from employees of government those
decided by the president, their wives and husbands to run or manage any type of
businessin conjunctionwith foreigners.

It is an offence for a govemment employee or wife or husband of a
government employee who holds responsibilities to deal with a foreigner or who holds
responsibilities to deal with tasks undertaken by a foreigner in connection with the
government, to engagein any type of business with such aforeigner, where the foreigner
has either requested something from the government or is to undertake tasks in
partnership or jointly with the government

© A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (g) or (b) above
or acts in contravention with this section shall be punishable with imprisonment, or
banishment or house arrest not exceeding 3 years.



Gift by a per sonwho requests something from the gover nment

16. @ It is an offence for a government employee, or wife or hushand of
government employee to compel or request, any person who has requested something
from the government, or who wishes to undertake government work or to work in
partnership or in a joint venture with the government, to do their own personal work.

Where a government employee, or wife or husband of government
employee receives a gift from a person wishing to undertake government work or to
work in partnership or in a joint venture with the government and who had undertaken
or who is to undertake tasks or who has requested something from the government, the
gift shal be ddivered to a person decided by the president or to the President's Office
without delay.

C Information about a proposal to offer a gift to a government employee,
or wife or husband of government employee, by anyone who isin partnership or in a
joint venturewith the government and who had undertaken or who is to undertake tasks
or who has requested something from the government, shdl be conveyed to a person
decided by the president or to the Presidents Office without delay.

A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (g above shall be
subjected to imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding lyear. And a

person who contravenes subsections (b) and (c) of this section shal be subjected to the
same.

Offenceof hiding informationand destroying evidence and documents

17. @ It is an offence to wilfully hide information which the person knows
about when requested for the purposes of investigation of a matter considered unlawful
under this Act or for court proceedings, and to hide and destroy documents and other
evidence required for investigation of a matter considered unlawful under this Act or
which maybe required for court proceedings.

A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (a) above shall be
subjected 'to imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding 2years.

Protecting the infor mant

18. @ Where a person who suspects that a crime stated in Act has been
committed and provides such information requests for his identity to be withheld, no
one shdl be given any information whatsoever that may reved the identity of the
informant save for those personswho need to know such for purposes of investigation,
prosecution, and conduct of trial proceedings. A person who had access to information
about the informant shall be culpable where the information is disclosed to another
person.

Identity of a person need not be withheld as per subsection (8 above
whereinformation stated in subsection (g above was given with the knowledge that the
information is fase or where the information was given while theinformant had grounds
to bdievethat theinformationdiffersfrom theredl situation.



© A person who commitsan offence stated in subsection (g) above shdl be
subjected to imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding lyear.

Participation of informant in commission of offence

19. Section 18 of this Act does not preclude the right to investigate or prosecute an
informant who provides information about a person who had committed an offence
stated in this Act or prohibitedin this Act, where the informant himsdf had committed
an act or where theinformant is party to the commission of an act prohibited under this
Act.

Offence of giving wrong infor mation

20. @ It isan offence to giveinformation which a person knows to be untrueor
mideading about the commission of an offence stated in this Act or an act prohibited
under this Act to the concerned government agency or an authority investigatingsuch.

A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (g above shdl be
subjected to imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding lyear.

Failureto appear for investigation

2L @ It is an offence for a person accused of committing an offence under this
Act or suspected of having committed an act prohibited under this Act not to present
himsdf when summoned for the purpose of aninvestigation, or for any other person not
to appear when summoned for the purpose of a withess statement required for
investigation.

A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (&) above shdl be
subjected to imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding lyear.

Obstructingresponsbility

22, @ It is an offence to obstruct the execution of responsibilitiesof any lawful
authority in the enforcement of thisAct.

A person who commits an offence stated in subsection (8 above shdl be
subjected to imprisonment, or banishment or house arrest not exceeding 6 months.

Attempting to commit an offence

23. A person who attempted to commit an offence stated in this Act shdl be
culpablein the same manner as a person who committed such an offence. And the same
pendty stipulatedin this Act for a person who commits an offence mentionedin this Act
shdl be gpplied.



Property and money obtained through commission of an offence

24. @ Property and money received through the commission of an offence
stated in this Act and property obtained through such whether with the person, with
someone €se, and where ever it is, whether sold or given to a person shal be
confiscated.

Where thereis suspicion that person has committed an offence stated in
this Act or where a person is being prosecuted for such, pending the decision of court,
the judge reserves the right to order money and property suspected to have been
obtained through commission of the offence to be confiscated, taken avay from the
person and kept with a specific party or order the accused not to transact with such or to
order to ensure that such does not leave the hands of the accused.

c Pending a court order stated in subsection (b) above, the government
agency investigating the case of a person who is under suspicion for committing an
offence stated in this Act shall have the right to confiscate or order the confiscation of
property and money suspected to have been obtained through commission of an
offence stated in thisAct.

Checking bank account

25. Investigative agency of the Government has the authority to obtain through the
Maddives Monetary Authority bank account details and details of transactions carried out
through banks including money received, money transmitted through banks of persons
under suspicion of having committed offences stated in this Act and aso to obtain
copiesof documents which arerequired for investigation or to send the case to court.

Withholding bank account

26. If there is suspicion that money in a person's bank was obtained through the
commission of an offence stated in this Act, the investigative agency of the Government
or the court where the case had been submitted to, has the authority to bar transactions
through the Maldives Monetary Authority and to order that money be withheld pending
conclusion of investigationor tria proceedings.

Enforcement of this Act and making of regulations

27. Enforcement of this Act and regulations required to be made under this Act shall
be made and enforced by the President or an agency or agencies appointed by the
President.

Interpretation
28. Unless the context requiresotherwise, in this Act

‘Bribery' is referred to as money, goods and property, conveniences and other
benefits, other than sdary, wages, benefits, perks and conveniences offered by the
employer commensurate to employment, offered or obtained in order to act or omit to
act or to lessen the burden, to ease, to benefit, to give any advantage whatsoever, to
inconvenience or to make burdensome or to inflict any harm whatsoever on a specific
party or to motivate or reward someone to carry out such.



(b 'Undue advantage' refers to anything other than bribery obtained through use of
in?luence from position in addition to sdary, wages, benefits, perks and conveniences
commensuratewith work offered by the employer.

© ‘Pass judgement' refers to the verdict by the court in accordance with Shari'ah
and the Laws.

'‘Business refers to any undertaking or work done to receive or generate financial
return or income. This excludes transaction carried out with personal property which
cannot be classified as engagingin business.

Repealed Acts

2, Section 2 of Law no 4/68 (generd laws), Lav no 10/78 (Law on requesting
things from those who request for things from the State or related to the State and those
who undertake tasks in partnership or jointly with the government and, regarding things
received from such persons), Law no 12/78 (Law on conducting business with a
foreigner who has either requested something from the State or related to the State or
who has undertaken tasks in partnership or jointly with the government), Law no 97/78
(Law on offences committed by government employees using position), Law no 98/78
(Law on government senior officials disobeying the laws and, acting in a manner that
denies benefits to the public or the government where there is an advantage)shall be
repealed upon this Act cominginto force.




