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AGENDA

DAY 1: INTRODUCTION & BASIC PRINCIPLES
	OPENING SESSION

	9.00am – 9.05am
	Overview and introduction 
	Dr Henry Ivarature, PIFS

	9.05am – 9.15am
	Welcome and overview of meeting

	Charmaine Rodrigues, UNDP

	9.15am – 9.35am
	Keynote Address
	President of Nauru, HE Hon Marcus Stephen MP

	9.35am-9.40am
	Vote of thanks
	Dr Henry Ivarature, PIFS

	9.35am – 9.45am
	Official photograph 
	


	9.45am – 10.15am :  MORNING TEA


	OBJECTIVE: (1) Explain the objectives of the Meeting (2) Identify participants expectations (3) Contextualise discussions re Pacific regionalism & re Pacific development challenges 

	10.15am -10.25am
	· Structure of Workshop
· Desired outcomes
	Claire Cronin, CHRI

	10.25am – 11.00am
	Introduction of participants
	Participants

	11.00am – 11.15am
	Pacific Plan, Regionalism, Democratic Governance & FOI 
	Henry Ivarature, PIFS

	11.15am-11.30am
	Questions
	Plenary

	11.30am – 11.45pm
	What do we mean by “freedom of information”? 

· right of public to request information

· duty of public bodies to disclose information 

· duty of public bodies to proactively and routinely disclose information
	Charmaine Rodrigues, UNDP Pacific Centre 

	11.45pm – 12.00pm
	· What are people’s major information needs?

· What is the state of information disclosure like now in Nauru?

· What are the key challenges for the Government re information disclosure?
	Joanna Olsson, Nauru Information Ministry 

	12.00pm – 12.30pm
	Discussion
	Facilitated by Claire Cronin, CHRI


	12.30pm - 1.30pm : LUNCH


DAY 2: THE VALUE OF THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION 

	OBJECTIVE: To introduce participants to the connection between RTI and good governance, development and the realization of human rights

	9.00am – 9.15am
	What is the state of the right to information in the other Pacific countries?

· constitutional protections

· legislation

· policies
	Charmaine Rodrigues, Pacific Centre

	9.15am – 10.00am
	What is the value of the right to information?

· Promotes responsive democratic governance

· Supports participatory social development

· Strengthens transparency and accountability

· Facilitates economic development

· Builds trust and thereby reduces conflict

· Professionalises the media
	Claire Cronin, Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)

	10.00am– 10.30am
	Discussion
	Plenary


	10.30am – 11.00am: MORNING TEA


	OBJECTIVE: Understand the significance of the right to information as a human right

	11.00am – 11.15am
	The right to information as a constitutional right
	Katy LeRoy, Nauru Parliamentary Counsel

	11.15am – 11.45am
	The right to information as a legal right in international human rights law
· Underpins all other rights

· Entrenched in the international HR framework (UDHR, ICCPR, African Union Charter, OAS HR Charter, Commonwealth) 
	Claire Cronin, CHRI 

	11.45am – 12.15pm
	Discussion


	Plenary

	12.15pm – 12.30pm
	MKSS Video on the benefits of RTI
	Video


	12.30pm - 1.30pm : LUNCH


DAY 3: PRINCIPLES OF A GOOD RIGHT TO INFORMATION REGIME
	Objective: To develop an understanding of international best practice re FOI law-making

	9.00am – 9.45am
	Key components of a good FOI law – Part 1

· Maximum disclosure

· Minimum exemptions
· Independent oversight and appeals
	Charmaine Rodrigues, UNDP Pacific Centre


	9.45am – 10.30am
	Discussion
	Plenary


	10.30am – 11.00am :  MORNING TEA


	Objective: To develop an understanding of international best practice re FOI law-making – continues

	11.00am – 11.45am
	Key components of a good FOI law – Part 2

· Simple, cheap, user-friendly processes

· Penalties

· Monitoring and training
	Charmaine Rodrigues, UNDP Pacific Centre


	11.45am– 12.30pm
	Discussion
	Plenary


	12.30pm – 1.30pm : LUNCH


DAY 4: IMPLEMENTING THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION IN NAURU
	OBJECTIVE: Highlighting some of the practical challenges of information disclosure in the Pacific which need to be kept in mind when developing national access to information frameworks (laws, systems, policies, processes, etc)

	9.00am –9.45am
	The practical challenges of implementation 
· Poor records management

· Weak ICT systems
· Coordination of information-sharing 
Overview of PARBICA “Records management for good governance” Toolkit
	Opeta Alefaio, Fiji Archives, representing PARBICA

	9.45am – 10.30pm
	Discussion
	Plenary


	10.30am – 11.00am: MORNING TEA


	OBJECTIVE: Moving forward – Information Disclosure Priorities for Nauru 

	11.00am – 11.30am
	Priorities for Nauru for moving forward with an FOI policy/legislation
· What needs to be done?

· Who is responsible for doing what?
	Group Discussion 

	11.30am – 12.00pm
	Report back
	Groups

	12.00pm – 12.15pm
	Agreed Action Plan and Outcomes Statement
	Facilitated by Dr Henry Ivarature, PIFS 

	12.15pm – 12.30pm
	Summary of discussions and wrap up
	Dr Henry Ivarature, PIFS

	12.30pm – 12.40pm
	Vote of thanks
	Hon Ryke Solomon, MP


	12.30pm – 1.30pm : LUNCH
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