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It is sometimes assumed that a corrupt action by an official is not a very serious matter or that it only affects those persons directly involved. However, corruption – the misuse of public office for private gain – often has far-reaching and damaging impact. In fact, corruption has emerged as one of the greatest obstacles to development, resulting in enormous costs for both citizens and governments. 
It is now known that not only does corruption corrode rule of law and democratic institutions, it also hinders economic development by distorting markets and damages the integrity of the private sector. Corruption can also destroy people’s trust in the political leadership and, ultimately, in the fundamental principles of democratic governance. Even more worrisome is the fact that the most vulnerable members of society, including the poor, women, and minorities, are often most adversely affected when corruption hampers their access to public services, jobs, and justice.
Because of corruption, these people are prevented from receiving basic services, such as access to primary health, water, and sanitation, that may save their lives. Corruption also threatens children's education and may destabilize the health system, putting mothers and children in danger. It hampers the fight against HIV and AIDS, endangers the environment and makes it harder for businesses to operate and promote growth. And when corruption creeps into the justice system, there is a real risk of infringing on the basic rights of every man and woman, ensured by the constitution and accepted international treaties.

Because of corruption, billions of dollars that could have supported development and provision of basic services across the world are drained away each year. In fact, the World Bank estimates that about $1 trillion is paid in bribes around the world each year. That amount represents nearly 10 times the total annual amount of Official Development Assistance (ODA). 

Although no country is immune from corruption, developing countries, such as Papua New Guinea, face particularly daunting challenges because of it. Corruption imposes an enormously high cost on developing and transitional countries by undermining democratic governance, weakening institutions and hindering their full potential for socio-economic development. This is why the fight against this scourge has been identified as critical to realizing the shared interests, aspirations and goals of the United Nations for peace, security and development. 

Corruption has also been identified as one of the main obstacles to achieving sustainable pro-poor development, because high levels of corruption significantly aggravate poverty, a situation considered the most crucial denial of human rights as it implies discrimination and injustice and disrepect for human dignity and human security. 

Recognizing the danger posed by corruption, the international community has come together in a unified effort to confront the challenge. A major step in this process came on 13 October 2003 when the United Nations General Assembly passed its resolution 58/4 by which it formally adopted the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). 
That resolution laid the groundwork for the eventual coming into force of one of the most highly-awaited international instruments to be adopted in recent times. The Convention represents a concerted international response to corruption as a “transnational phenomenon that affects all societies and economies, making international cooperation to prevent and control it essential”.

This first global legally binding instrument on corruption has a comprehensive reach that includes measures on prevention, criminalization and international cooperation.

Its entry into force came on 14 December 2005, following the deposit of the 30th ratification by Ecuador on 15 September 2005. Under its terms, the Convention was required to enter into force 90 days after the 30th accession. With the achievement of that target, the UNCAC succeeded in moving from concept to reality within a record time. Today, there are 140 signatories and 83 ratifications/accessions to the Convention. Papua New Guinea, which signed the UNCAC on 22 December 2004, has yet to ratify it.
In addition to membership by States, the Convention also permits signature by regional economic integration organizations provided that at least one Member State of such an organization has already signed the Convention.
Through its eight Chapters and 71 articles, the Convention obliges the States Parties to implement a wide range of anti-corruption measures through their laws, institutions and practices. In addition, the Convention provides countries with international standards to which to adapt their legislation and institutional frameworks.
It also establishes clear benchmarks that allow the civil society to hold governments accountable for anti-corruption efforts and sets up a mechanism that provides for international cooperation in the recovery of assets illicitly acquired by corrupt officials.
A major innovation in the Convention is the creation of a list of mandatory and non-mandatory offences against which state parties are required to take legislative or other measures. These include bribery of national public officials, foreign public officials and officials of public international organizations; embezzlement, misappropriation or other diversion of property by a public official; trading in influence; abuse of functions; illicit enrichment; bribery and embezzlement of property in the private sector; money laundering; concealment and obstruction of justice.

Also, the Convention's emphasis on prevention, criminalization, international cooperation and asset recovery constitute a comprehensive framework for combating corruption.
In the Asia Pacific region, the anti-corruption message has been taken on with great zeal. Countries in the region have pioneered a number of anti-corruption initiatives, and an increasing number have adopted or are in the process of adopting new anti-corruption measures, including the establishment of special anti-corruption agencies. 

The United Nations, as a trusted partner, has been a strong supporter of these efforts. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), for isnatnce, has been a leading provider of technical assistance aimed at tackling corruption. It has been helping concerned countries to develop national anti-corruption laws and to enforce international conventions. In particular, UNDP is helping countries to establish national integrity bodies and to pursue their advocacy efforts. It is also supporting civil service reform for efficient, effective and responsive pro-poor policies, as well as civil society for its increased participation in decision-making processes and monitoring of government officials. 

As part of this process, UNDP engages a broad range of national and international stakeholders and remains active in regional and global meetings and networks. 
In Papua New Guinea UNDP’s anti-corruption efforts has been conducted through its governance projects, based on the belief that good governance is the best remedy against corruption. Thus, UNDP has provided support to the National Parliament and to the Ombudsman Commission. Currently, UNDP is working with TI-PNG, the Papua New Guinea chapter of Transparency International, on a voter education project which seeks to educate Papua New Guinean’s about the voting process and to better prepare them to vote in credible political leaders who have not been involved in corrupt practices. UNDP also continues to support other projects with strong anti-corruption components.

All in all, it is now an accepted global consensus that corruption is unacceptable and that international cooperation is a key element to combating the scourge. Because corruption is such a complex phenomenon, the way forward requires a broad-based, holistic approach that addresses both the "demand" and "supply" sides of the problem. Thus, preventive and corrective steps must be taken to address both the givers and the receivers of bribes.

Governments not only need to pass anti-corruption laws but must also take strong and exemplary actions against those who disobey these laws and engage in corrupt practices in order to bring to an end this scourge.
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