SRI LANKA
Political system: 

 Democratic Socialist Republic. the president is both the chief of state and head of government. Cabinet appointed by the president in consultation with the prime minister. The Parliament is unicameral. 
The country is divided into 8 provinces. the Government treats North Eastern Province as a de facto singular administrative unit
Legal system:

a highly complex mixture of English common law, Roman-Dutch, Muslim, Sinhalese, and customary law. Sri Lanka has not accepted compulsory International Court of Justice jurisdiction.
Legislation:

1994 Bribery Act
Main agencies involved in AC prevention, investigation, enforcement, education

Main agency(s):

· Commission to Investigate Allegations against Bribery and Corruption (CIABAC) established in 1994 

Other:    

· Auditor General

· Public Service commission
· Petitions Committee in Parliament

· Attorney General

· Inspector General of Police 

· Ombudsmen (police, education..)

Anti-corruption strategy: 

There is no national anti-corruption strategy in place. In the year 2001 a Prevention Programme was launched by the Commission with a view of making an attitudinal change in the minds of total public service cadre. In the year 2003, this programme was expanded to cover Ministries, Provincial Councils and Government departments. In addition, this message was conveyed to the general public through radio talks and television programmes, newspaper advertisements and through posters.
UNCAC status: 

Convention signed AND RATIFIED  

ADB-OECD Initiative

Member

Recent developments:

The Commission at present has a staff strength of 214 persons including 92 officers in the investigation section. The Chairperson heads the Commission, and the Commission includes two other Commissioners. The Chairman and the two Commissioners are appointed by the President of Sri Lanka on recommendation of the Constitutional Council. There is a Direct General to manage the operations of the Commission supported by A Secretary.
Given the increasing levels of corruption a corruption coalition has now been established that will hold its first conference in February 2007. The coalition aims to provide a common platform to defeat corruption in Sri Lanka. It will bring together the Parliamentary Oversight Bodies, Anti Corruption Institutes, Civil Society and Activists in order to stop the wastage of public funds, establish transparency in public finance, strengthen the CIABOC, anact the draft national Audit Bill and enforce the right to information. 
Challenges:

Since the enactment of the 1994 Bribery Act and the establishment of the CIABOC, few allegations have been lodged with an even lesser record of prosecutions and a rarity of convictions. The Commission itself is seen to be handicapped by lack of modern office infrastructure, weak capacities to investigate and prosecute. 
Although the mandate given to the Commission by the 17th amendment is vast, there are no specific laws in Sri Lanka for protection of ‘whistleblowers’. There have been cases where immigration and customs officers have been killed for taking a stand against corruption. There was no statutory protection for the murdered officials under the legal framework of Sri Lanka.
Recent reports and statements indicate that corruption has become widespread. Sri Lanka has, according to the article, the world`s largest government with `about ninety ministers`. Political corruption appears to be common practice; the public sector of Sri Lanka is seen to be corrupt all the way from the top down. Recent statements made by the Director General of the CIABAC and the Inspector General of Police (IGP) indicate that some 68% of those in the government service appear to be involved in bribery and corruption. The Inspector of Police mentioned that the problem was so widespread that if action was to be taken, then most officers would be liable to be sacked."

A recent report by the Auditor General pointed to numerous irregularities in tsunami aid management. But despite documented evidence there was no follow up to the report hence pointing to serious distortions in the rule of law. 
Recommendations for reform include "the enactment of a Freedom of Information Act, accompanied by whistleblower protection legislation. The Assets and Liabilities Declarations of senior public officials and politicians" has been in place since 1988 but the yearly declarations are dormant records. 
UNDP’s involvement:

UNDP has been supporting the CIABAG since 2005 with a project that assisted the commission in building up its internal capacities and  modernization of its workenvironment ( including through computerization), increased awareness among the citizens (including media development) and stronger political commitment ,    
Contact person in UNDP:

· Shane Shields (governance programme officer) : shane.shields@undp.org
