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“SOLOMON ISLANDS FREEDOM OF INFORMATION WORKSHOP”
23-25 February 2009
AGENDA

DAY 1: THE VALUE OF THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION 
	OPENING SESSION

	9.00am
	Prayer
	

	9.05am – 9.10am
	Overview and introduction 
	Mr Joe Porawai, Ombudsman

	9.10am – 9.15am
	Welcome and overview of meeting

	Ms Christina Carlson, Deputy Resident Representative, UNDP

	9.15am – 9.30am
	Keynote Address
	Hon Fred Fono, Deputy Prime Minister

	9.30am-9.40am
	Vote of thanks
	Dr Henry Ivarature, PIFS

	9.35am – 9.45am
	Official photograph 
	


	9.45am – 10.15am :  MORNING TEA


	OBJECTIVE: (1) Explain the objectives of the Meeting (2) Identify participants expectations (3) Contextualise discussions re Pacific regionalism & re Pacific development challenges 

	10.15am -10.25am
	· Structure of Meeting

· Desired outcomes
	Dr Henry Ivarature, PIFS

	10.25am – 11.00am
	Introduction of participants
	Participants

	11.00am – 11.10am
	What do we mean by “freedom of information”? 

· right of public to request information

· duty of public bodies to disclose information upon request

· duty of public bodies to proactively and routinely disclose information
	Charmaine Rodrigues, UNDP Pacific Centre 

	11.10am – 11.30am
	· What does the GCU do to promote Govt information disclosure?

· Drawing on the GCU’s experiences:

· What are people’s major information needs?

· What is the state of information disclosure like now in Solomon Islands?

· What are the key challenges for the Government re information disclosure?
	George Herming, Government Communications Unit


	11.30am – 12.30pm
	Discussion
	Plenary


	12.30pm - 1.30pm : LUNCH


	OBJECTIVE: To introduce participants to the connection between RTI and good governance and development 

	1.30pm – 1.45pm
	What is the state of the right to information in the other Pacific countries?

· constitutional protections

· legislation

· policies
	Charmaine Rodrigues, Pacific Centre

	1.45pm – 2.30pm
	What is the value of the right to information?

· Promotes responsive democratic governance

· Supports participatory social development

· Strengthens transparency and accountability

· Facilitates economic development

· Builds trust and thereby reduces conflict

· Professionalises the media
	Claire Cronin, CHRI

	2.30pm – 3.00pm
	Discussion
	Plenary


	3.00pm – 3.30pm : AFTERNOON TEA


	OBJECTIVE: To highlight the connection between RTI and good governance, development and accountability

	3.30pm – 4.30pm
	How have key Government integrity institutions in Solomons Islands used information disclosure to promote accountability and participatory development?

	· Ombudsman 

· Solomon Islands Parliament 

· Auditor General

· Transparency SI

	4.30pm – 5.00 pm
	Discussion
	Plenary


DAY 2: IMPLEMENTING THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION
	OBJECTIVE: Understand the significance of the right to information as a human right

	9.00am – 9.15pm
	The proposed new constitutional Bill of Rights – specifically the right to information
	Dr Rohorua, Head, Constitutional Reform Unit

	9.15am – 9.45am
	The right to information as a legal right in international human rights law

· Reflected in draft SI Constitution
	Filipo Masaurua, RRRT 



	9.45am – 10.15am
	Discussion


	Plenary

	10.15am – 10.30am
	MKSS Video on the benefits of RTI
	Video


	10.30am – 11.00am :  MORNING TEA


	OBJECTIVE: To discuss the different options for operationalising RTI in practice

	11.00am – 11.20am
	Processes for developing an FOI policy in Solomon Islands

· The role of the new Anti-Corruption Taskforce
	John Kenipisia, Prime Minister’s Office

	11.20am – 11.40am
	Processes for enacting a law on FOI in Solomon Islands
	Rupeni Nawaqakuta, Legislative Drafting Advisor

	11.40am – 12.00am
	Practical approaches to implementing the right to information

· Government Information Disclosure Policy

· Sectoral Information Policies

· Legislation
	Megan Carter, Consultant

	12.00pm – 12.30pm
	Discussion
	Plenary


	12.30pm – 1.30pm : LUNCH


	Objective: To develop an understanding of international best practice re FOI law-making

	1.30pm – 2.15pm
	Key components of a good FOI law – Part 1

· Maximum disclosure

· Minimum exemptions
· Independent oversight and appeals
	Charmaine Rodrigues, UNDP Pacific Centre


	2.15pm – 3.00pm
	Discussion
	Plenary


	3.00pm – 3.30pm: AFTERNOON TEA


	Objective: To develop an understanding of international best practice re FOI law-making – continues

	3.30pm – 4.15pm
	Key components of a good FOI law – Part 2

· Simple, cheap, user-friendly processes

· Penalties

· Monitoring and training
	Sohini Paul, CHRI


	4.15pm – 5.00pm
	Discussion
	Plenary


DAY 3: IMPLEMENTING THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION

	OBJECTIVE: Highlighting some of the practical challenges of information disclosure to be kept in mind when developing national access to information frameworks 

	9.00am –9.45am
	The practical challenges of implementation 
· Poor records management

· Weak ICT systems
· Coordination of information-sharing 
Overview of PARBICA “Records management for good governance” Toolkit
	Opeta Alefaio, Fiji Archives, representing PARBICA

	9.45am – 10.30pm
	Discussion
	Plenary


	10.30am – 11.00am :  MORNING TEA


	OBJECTIVE: Highlighting some of the practical challenges of information disclosure to be kept in mind when developing national access to information frameworks

	11.00am – 
11.45am
	The practical challenges of implementation 

· training officials

· public education 
	Megan Carter, Consultant

	11.45am – 12.30pm
	Discussion
	Plenary


	12.30pm – 1.30pm : LUNCH


	Objective: To develop an understanding of international best practice re FOI law-making

	1.30pm – 2.00pm
	Priorities for Solomon Islands for moving forward with an FOI policy/legislation
	Group Discussion 

	2.00pm – 2.30pm
	Report back
	Groups

	2.30pm – 3.00pm
	Agreed Action Plan and Outcomes Statement
	Plenary

	3.00pm – 3.15pm
	Summary of discussions and wrap up
	Dr Henry Ivarature, PIFS

	3.15pm
	Vote of thanks
	Solomon Islands representative
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