[image: image1.jpg]=7

@

)




United Nations Development Programme

UNDP Thailand
Terms of Reference (ToR)
Media Trainer: ENGAGE Project – Capacity development among Thai journalists to cover issues of transparency, corruption and people’s right to information as they relate to local government
Time Frame: July and November 2008
Background

Thailand’s new Constitution, adopted in September 2007 following a national referendum, makes fresh calls for democratic governance and transparency and accountability in public administration, and for anti-corruption and improvements in local governance.  

Several existing laws and regulatory policies including the new Constitution make clear the right of people to participate in local governance, and the state has a duty to establish mechanisms to allow for public scrutiny and make the process of governance transparent.  The “ENGAGE” project (Enhancing Democratic Governance and Accountability through Gender Sensitive Engagement of Local Communities), under UNDP Thailand’s Governance Unit, is intended to help in this shift from a traditional “command and control” approach to one of “voluntarism and public consultation” by empowering the public to monitor the government, and by promoting the right to information and participation among women and marginalized groups.
Public advocacy to raise awareness about these issues is a major component of the ENGAGE project.  As part of this advocacy, the project includes training for Thai journalists on issues of people’s right to information and transparency in local government. 
Assignment and Dates
Under the guidance of the UNDP Thailand Communications Officer, the commissioned media trainer will design a curriculum for this training and conduct the training itself.  It is envisaged that the training will include one or two days in Bangkok in July 2008, and a two-day field trip to Trang Province in November 2008 to view the ENGAGE pilot project in action.  The trainer will also be responsible for identifying and inviting experts on transparency and local governance issues to join the training sessions.  (UNDP can also help by identifying and inviting experts on its side.)
We envisage that 10-15 Thai journalists will take part in this training.  We will attempt to include radio, television and print journalists, and special consideration will be given to provincial-level journalists or journalists otherwise covering local government issues who normally do not have an opportunity to attend training events. 

Content 
Content of the training should include:

· The legal context: people’s right to information and transparency in local governance under the present Constitution

· Issues of transparency in local government in Thailand (with focus if possible on connection between transparency and environment, as well as transparency and women’s role in local governance)
· Reporting on transparency and anti-corruption issues

· Resources and networks for journalists in reporting these issues
Outputs

The workshops should build capacity among the participants to:

· Give their audiences balanced impartial and accurate information through skills training in investigative journalism

· Investigate issues of transparency in local government and people’s right to information
· Become part of a larger network of journalists who understand and cover issues related to local government, transparency and anti-corruption

· Understand the legislative and regulatory context in which they work 
Individual assessment and feedback on strengths and weakness will be provided to all participants after the training.

At the end of the workshops, the training team should produce a short report of results. 
Qualifications

· Outstanding communications training skills
· Capacity to provide feedback in a constructive manner
· An extensive training background and proven ability to facilitate media training 
· Familiarity with development, local government and transparency issues
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