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Update on Corruption and Human Rights Project
Executive summary
The subject of corruption has acquired greater prominence in recent years, necessitating governments and international organisations to initiate various strategies to combat it, but rarely has it been considered or analyzed from point of view of human rights. In 2007, the Council therefore embarked on major project to explore the linkages between the two issues. The project seeks to identify and clarify the impact of corruption on human rights and will assess the strengths and weaknesses of international anti-corruption strategies from a human rights standpoint. In particular it will clarify, in practical terms, where corruption directly impacts on the enjoyment of specific human rights and where adoption of human rights principles and methods would strengthen or weaken anti-corruption programmes. It will explore how human rights bodies and mechanisms can be made more accessible to those who work to end corruption and how human rights practitioners can also benefit from accessibility to anti-corruption methods.  Amongst other goals, the project seeks to raise awareness among key stakeholders and the public on the links between corruption and human rights, and also provide additional resource to denounce corruption and human rights violations at national and international level.  To achieve these objectives, the project has been divided into two components and will generate two reports by 2008. 
Component one (131a) will develop a conceptual framework that will enable users to describe, in specific terms, how violations of human rights may be linked to particular acts of corruption. It will set out why those working on corruption and those working on human rights have reasons to cooperate, and delineate the main feature of the two traditions of practices. A diagrammatic illustration linking specific acts of corruption and specific violation of rights will be drawn, while bearing in mind that links are sometimes indirect and that in some cases corruption may not violate human rights, as strictly understood. 
Component two (131b): recognizes that a conceptual model alone is insufficient, because human rights will not be effective tool in anti-corruption if not applied in context. The phase two thus focuses on issues of implementation. It will discuss where use of a human rights framework can strengthen anti-corruption programmes at national and local level, while examining obstacles and conflicts that may inhibit effective cooperation. To what extent are anti-corruption programmes compatible (or at odds) with human rights principles? How should national institutional and legal contexts be taken into account? Where would the use of human rights principles and techniques most improve the impact of anti-corruption programmes? What could human rights and anti-corruption professionals learn from one another? The report generated from this section will address the above questions, it will also examine anti-corruption practice in different institutions and seek to be a practical tool that public officials and practitioners can use to address difficulties that arises when efforts are made to reduce or stop corruption. It will include the obstacles and challenges of applying human rights framework in anti-corruption programmes. 
Conscious attention will be paid to gender issues in the research process. The importance of gender is widely recognized by those working in the field of corruption as well as in human rights. A primary research mapping out particular impact of corruption on the enjoyment of human rights of women and men will be integrated in the overall process. 
Status of work 

With the conclusion of the project design, the Secretariat appointed advisers, and recruited a team of researchers, who prepared two major papers and nine secondary papers for a review meeting which held at the end of July in Geneva. 
Advisers for the projects are - Chong San Lee (Malaysia), Board Member of Transparency International, former executive of ExxonMobil; Sandra Coliver (USA), Senior Legal Officer for Freedom of Information and Expression at the Open Society Justice Initiative; Stuart Gilman (USA), Head of the Anti Corruption Unit and the Global Programme against Corruption at the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNDOC); Colin Gonsalves (India) Executive Director of the Human Rights Law Network; Nihal Jayawickrama (Sri Lanka), Coordinator of the UN-sponsored Judicial Integrity Group and former Executive Director of Transparency International, Berlin; Ivan Krastev (Bulgaria), Chair of the Centre for Liberal Strategies, Sofia, Bulgaria; Ibrahim Wani (Uganda) Chief of the Research and Right to Development Branch at the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR); Philliat Matsheza (Zimbabwe), Policy Adviser at the Anti-Corruption Democratic Governance Group Bureau for Development Policy, UNDP; and Eduardo E. Rodriguez Veltzé (Bolivia), former President of Bolivia and  ex-President of the Supreme Court .. C. Raj Kumar( India), Assistant Professor and Juris Doctor Programme Leader at the School of Law, City University of Hong Kong, China,  joined the Advisory Group from July 2007. The project’s lead researchers are Julio Bacio Terracino (Argentina), Ph.D. candidate in International Law at the Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva, and Noel Kututwa (Zimbabwe), Executive Director of the Human Rights Trust of Southern Africa (SAHRIT). Namawu Alhassan Alolo (Ghana), a Research Associate for the Religion and Development Programme, University of Birmingham, and Policy Analyst at Islamic Relief, led additional research to ensure that the effects of corruption on gender are considered. 

The papers submitted include;  Hard Law Connections between Corruption and Human Rights by Julio Bacio Terracino; How to Combat Corruption while Respecting Human Rights by Noel Kututwa; Corruption, Human Rights, and Gender: An empirical Investigation by Namawu Alhassan Alolo; The Impact of Corruption on the Rights to Equal Access to Justice and Effective Remedy  by Victoria Jennett (UK), Senior Researcher at Transparency International; The Impact of Corruption on the Right to Health by Brigit Toebes (Netherlands), Lecturer, University of Aberdeen; The Role of National Human Rights Institutions by Maina Kiai (Kenya), Chair, Kenya National Commission on Human Rights; The Right to Information as a Tool to Combat Corruption by Helen Darbishire (UK) Executive Director of Access Info Europe; The Correlations between the Human Rights Situation in a Country and Levels of Corruption by Todd Landman (US), Academic Chair of the Centre of Democratic Governance, and Member of Human Rights Centre at the University of Essex; A Comparative Assessment of the Compliance with Human Rights Standards of Anti-Corruption Legislation by Christian Gruenberg (Argentina), Director of Transparency Policies at CIPPEC; The Challenges of Investigating Corruption: An Insider View by Carlos Castresana (Spain), former prosecutor at the Public Prosecutors Office of Spain ; A Human Rights Approach to National Integrity Systems by Lucy Koechlin (Switzerland), Programme Manager at the Basel Institute on Governance; and The Politicisation of Anti Corruption Campaigns by Jose Ugaz Sanchez- Moreno (Peru) President of Consejo Nacional para la Etica Publica (National Council for Public Ethics).

The review meeting brought together a rich blend of expert both from human rights as well as anticorruption field. Again, participants confirmed the dearth of settled knowledge on the nexus between corruption and human rights, thus, considered the Council’s work in this regards as important and timely. They expressed the need for more detailed research into how work on corruption and human rights can become complementary, and advised the Project Director on how the research and associated reports should be completed.
Experts at the meeting were; Anna Bossman (Ghana), Deputy Commissioner at the Ghana Commission on Human Rights and Administrative Justice; Michael Hershman (USA), co-founder of Transparency International (TI); Rodrigo Lara (Colombia), Executive Director of Colombia’s Presidential Program to Fight against Corruption; Devendra Raj Panday (Nepal), former Finance Minister in Nepal, member of the Board of Directors of TI; Dimitrina Petrova (Bulgaria), Executive Director of the Equal Rights Trust; Roy Poses (USA), President of the Foundation for Integrity and Responsibility in Medicine; Nuhu Ribadu (Nigeria), Chairman of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) Nigeria; Shervin Majlessi ( Iran),  Associate Human Rights officer at the office of OHCHR in Geneva, focusing on good governance/anti-corruption and trade/globalisation issues; Balakrishnan Rajagopal (India), Director of the Program on Human Rights and Justice at MIT; Rita Roca (USA), Education Manager at the Danish Institute for Human Rights; Flora Sapio (Italy), Researcher at the Swedish Institute of Human Rights; Daniel Smilov (Bulgaria), Programme Director at the Centre for Liberal Strategies, Sofia; and Ursula Wynhoven (USA), Head of Legal and Policy Department of the Global Compact Office.

Next step 

The lead writer, Christian Gruenberg, submitted an initial draft for the component (131a) at the end of September 2007. After further work by the Research Director, Magdalena Sepulveda, it will be sent out for consultation between December 2007 and January 2008, and published in April/May 2008. A draft report of component two (131b) will be submitted in January 2008. After a more extensive consultation and review from April to August, this longer report will be published at the end of 2008.

The follow up of both reports will be linked. Publication of the first report, for example, will coincide with consultation on the draft of the second report. The Council will disseminate the first report widely, using contacts it has established in a range of anti-corruption organisations, as well as human rights organisations, and will respond to requests to present and explain the report’s arguments. When the second report is published, the Council will initiate a more considered range of follow-up activities, in which the first report will serve as a key supporting document. 
Research director:

Magdalena Sepulveda Carmona.

Design:

Fourth quarter 2006.

Start:

First quarter 2007.

Papers written:

February-June 2007.

Review meeting:

July 2007.

Draft report (131a): 

September 2007 

Consultation:

December 2007-February 2008.

Publication:

April/May 2008

Working title: 

Corruption and human rights – conceptual links (131a).

Publishing language            
English and Spanish, with a Summary in English, Spanish and 

  

French
(131b) status: 

 In research

Draft report: 

 December 2007 

Consultation:

June-August 2008.

Publication:

November/December 2008.

Working title: 

Corruption and human rights – implementation (131b)
Publishing language:                 
English and Spanish, with a Summary in English, 

 

Spanish, French, Russian, Arabic and Hindi

Research team:
Lead researchers: Julio Bacio Terracino (conceptual links); Noel Kututwa (issues of implementation); Namawu Alhassan Alolo (gender). Lead writer: Christian Gruenberg. Authors of papers: Helen Darbishire (information); Carlos Castresana Fernández (investigation); Christian Gruenberg (comparative assessment); Victoria Jennett (access to justice and remedy); Maina Kiai (national human rights institutions); Lucy Koechlin (national integrity systems); Todd Landman (corruption and human rights indexes); Brigit Toebes (health), José Ugaz (politicisation). 

Advisers:         
Chong San Lee, Sandra Coliver, Colin Gonsalves, C. Raj  Kumar, Ibrahim Wani, Shervin Majlessi (alternate), Philliat Matsheza, Eduardo E. Rodriguez Veltzé,  Ivan Krastev , Nihal Jayawickrama, and Stuart Gilman
Budget:



CHF 787’590. 
Expenditure to 1 October 2007: 
CHF 349’610. Remaining expenditure: CHF 438’340

Funding still required: 

CHF 438’340

Note: This budget covers the full project (both 131a and 131b).

1
ICHRP, 48 chemin du Grand-Montfleury, P.O. Box 147, CH-1290 Versoix, Geneva, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 (0) 22 775 33 00      Fax: +41 (0) 22 775 33 03      Email: ichrp@ichrp.org

